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and the practical interests of the country would 
have had some effect upon public opinion, and 
that the time would come when this subject of the 
tariff, which had hitherto been agitated between 
the two extremes of parties, would cease to be a 
football of party contest. 


It was easy to foresee the fate of this measure. | 


There would probably be no amendments tolerated ; 
reference, therefore, would be of little importance, 
He would have desired to see it amended so that 
it would guard the ordinary interests of the coun- 
try. Such were his hopes; but they were destroy- 
ed. He saw it was determined that the bill should 
be forced through without examination, and they 
would be driven to the disagreeable necessity of 
voting upon it as it stood. In such case he should 
not hesitate. He had no agency in making the 
jaw of 1842; he had no agency in this; indeed 
he might almost say Congress had no agency in 
it: it was an Executive measure, and Congress 
was merely called on to register it by their votes. 
But he would say to his friends that perhaps they 
were notaware of the responsibility of passing an 
act of this kind. It was not a light subject. If 
that bill were passed it would be found not to bea 
light subject, when they came back here one or 
two years hence and found an exhausted treasury, 
a discredited Government, with the necessity of 
making a loan of twenty millions of dollars. Gen- 
tlemen would then begin to perceive its effects ; 
they would then begin to discover how destructive 
it was to the best interests of the country. Those 
interests were not to be trifled with; they were not 


to be made the sport of party influences or of party | 


eaprice; and they should not be made so by his 
yote. That vote should be given with a proper 
regard to the interests of his own constituents and 
of the country at large. The time would come 
when the present law would be repealed, but the 
repealing law must be based upon no new experi- 
mental principle. The bill he supposed would 
take its course; he should take his. He would 
stand where he had ever stood, on tariff ground, 
which belonged to the Democracy of the North. 
The people of the North knew their rights, and 
they would not be betrayed. He would endeavor 
always, so far as he was able, to carry out the 
principles of the Northern Democracy. Those 
principles were, a tariff for revenue with dis- 
crimination for protection. Was this bill based 
upon those principles? He was inclined to think 
not. He was inclined to think that, in many in- 
stances, it discriminates against protection. It 
had no uniform principle except one, and that was 
the ad valorem principle. He could not sanction 
it; still, it was due to the subject as well as to the 
country that it should have full examination and 
fulldiseussion. He hoped, therefore, it would be 
referred. 

Mr. BAGBY remarked, that if even there was a 
possibility of any good resulting from the refer- 
ence, he would vote for it. He asked, in the name 
of all that was sensible, what was the object of ref- 
erence? Was it for the purpose, at that advanced 
period of the session, of going through forms which 
gentlemen admitted to be useless? He was amongst 
those who had voted against every proposition for 
adjournment. Well, the bill had come before them, 
and what was the first proposition with which they 
were met? To refer it! ) 


the purpose of delay; for no one had the hardihood 


‘o say that he expected an agreement in the com- | 
mittee, or any result tending to facilitate the action | 
of the body. He was prepared to take the bill as. 


twas; not because he had examined it in all its 
details, but because he approved of its great prin- 
ciples, which were to sehane and to equalize the 
‘axation of the country. If no member would vote 
for it until a bill were found unexceptionable in all 
its details, they would remain without such a meas- 
ue to the end of time. He had participated suffi- 
cently in the affairs of this great republic to have 
reached the conclusion, that if a thing could not be 
ent exactly as it was desired, it was best to take it 
h ‘twas. If the vote were to be taken now, he 

ould vote for the bill; because he would have the 
“upreme satisfaction of doing away one of the most 
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or what purpose? For | 
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j odious measures with which the country was ever 


| Op oressed—he meant the tariff of 42. — 
bil 


Refer the 
' 


For what purpose? he againasked. So far 
| from gaining time, as Senators on the other side 
seemed to imagine, it would be the reverse. They 
would have a minority report to satisfy one por- 
| tion of the community, and a majority report to 
satisfy another; so that all the time consumed by 
the reference, and all the labors of the committee, 
would be lost. He had heard with regret some of 
the remarks which fell from his friend from Con- 
| necticut, [Mr. Nit.es,] to whose opinions he always 
listened with the most profound respect. He seem- 
ed to think that the measure now pending was not 
calculated to lighten the burdens of the country. 
He (Mr. B.) thought he knew something of south- 
ern Democracy, and that he was not altogether un- 
acquainted with northern Democracy. Ifthe north- 
ern Democracy was to be maintained—to be kept 
alive only by that system of unjust exaction under 
which the South had so long labored, then he saw 
an irreconcilable difference between southern and 
| northern Democracy. Allusion had been made to 
the great State from which the presiding officer of 
that body came—allusion had been made to Penn- 
sylvania. He had only to say, that no one part 
| of the Union was to be looked at, exclusive of all 
the other portions of the country. The system of 
taxation was to be an equitable one, operating 
equally on all classes of tax-payers. But he would 
not go into the discussion of the principles of the 
| bill. The object of reference and delay could only 
| be to afford gentlemen an opportunity of drawing 
| their robes around them before they fell. But if 
| they were to fall, let them fall at once, and die with 
| all the decency they could, without subjecting the 
bill to this unnecessary delay, only for a little time 
| to protract their fate. 

Mr. SIMMONS was in favor of the reference. 
|| The bill had been modified since the report of the 
| Secretary of the Treasury. It demanded exami- 
| nation by the committee. Time would be saved 
by that course. It was not proposed by the other 
|| side to take up the bill before Monday—why not 
| allow the committee to examine the bill in the 
| meantime? 

Mr. BAGBY asked if the committee would re- 
port unanimously in favor of the bill, would it 
change the gentleman’s opinions? 

Mr SIMMONS replied that if the committee 
| could report that the bill would raise twenty-eight 
millions of revenue, his opinions would be changed. 
He had voted for the members of that committee 
because he had confidence in their judgment. 
| Mr. BAGBY. Would their report change your 
| vote? 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
| into the details. 

Mr. ALLEN again addressed the Senate. He 

regretted to have heard the observations of his 

friend from Connecticut, [Mr. Nives.] It seemed 

to him (Mr. A.) thattheonly question was, wheth- 

er the proposed law was better than that now in 

existence? Nothing could be more monstrously 
_ unjust than the bill of 1842. If superseded by the 
bill now before them, a great public benefit would 
be conferred, and the new law would be subject 
| to revision, if revision were required. Independ- 

ent of the manifest injustice of the act of 1842, 
there was one consideration which alone would in- 
duce him to vote for its repeal. That act violated 
the fundamental principles upon which the Revo- 
lution turned, and upon which the financial part of 
the Federal Constitution was based. In the pas- 
sage of that act taxation and representation did not 
go together. That act was passed under an ex- 
pired census, which gave an undue preponderance 
to the old States. The new census would have 
given against the bill five times as great a majority 
as that by which it was made a law in the House 
of Representatives. 

Here there were general cries of ** Question, 
| question;”’ and the yeas and nays having been 
' taken, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Cilley, Thomas Clay- 
ton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Evans, 


Oh! then I should like to go 


Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of 
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Louisiana, Mangum, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Sim- 
mons, Sturgeon, Upham, and Woodbridge—2. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Ben- 
ton, Breese. Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, 
Dickinson, Fairfield, Hannegen, Houston, Lewis, McDuiffic, 
Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier. Turney, Westcott, and 
Vulee—. 

[Mr. Greene, though present, did not vote, hav- 
ing agreed to pair off with Mr. Arurrrox, who 
was necessarily absent. } 

The question reeurring upon the motion by Mr. 
SEVIER, that the bill under consideration be made 
the special order for Monday next, and every day 
thereafter until disposed of, it was decided im the 
affirmative. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the further consideration of the bill for 
the relief of Bent, St. Vrain, & Co., had been 
postponed until] to-morrow; which motion was 
acreed to, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and, by unanimous consent, was 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. BREESE moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the special order—the bill for 
the graduation and reduction of the price of the 
public lands. 

Mr. LEWIS moved that three hundred addi- 
tional copies of the House “ bill to reduce the 
duties on imports, and for other purposes,”? be 
printed for the use of the Senate; which motion 
was agreed to. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON inquired of the chair- 
man, or any other gentleman of the Military Com- 
mittee, when it was proposed to consider the reso- 
lution tendering the thanks of Congress to General 
Taylor, his officers and men, introduced several 
weeks since, and? referred to said committee. Te 
(Mr. C.) did not suppose there would be the least 
objection to the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON replied that he had promptly 
reported the resolution back from the committee, 
and had only waited for a proper time to call the 
attention of the Senate thereto. With the assent 
of that body, he would move that the resolution 
be then taken up and considered. 


The PRESIDENT signed the bill retroceding 
the county of Alexandria, in the District of Colum- 
bia, to the State of Virginia—said bill having been 
reported back from the House of Representatives 
with the signature of the Speaker affixed. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. BREESE pressing his motion to proceed 
to the consideration of the special order, the ques- 
tion was taken and decided in the affirmative. 

So the Senate resumed, as in committee of the 
whole, the consideration of the bill to reduce and 
graduate the price of the public lands. 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following amend- 
ment, of which he heretofore gave notice: 

Strike out all of the original bill after the enact- 
ing clause, and insert the following: 


That all publie lands which shall have been offered for 
sale ten years or more on the first day of March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-seven, shall thereafter be subject to entry 
at one dollar per acre, until the first day of March, one thou 
sand eight hundred and fifty; all then remaining unsold 
shall be subject to entry at seventy-five cents per acre until 
the first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
three ; and all then remaining unsold shall be subjeet to en 
try at fifty cents per acre until the first day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-six; when they shall be 
subject to entry at twenty-five cents per acre until the first 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine ; 
when all that then remain unsold shall be ceded to the States 
within which they respectively lie. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That all public lands 
which, afier the first day of March, one thousand eight hun - 
dred and forty-seven, shall have been offered for sale ten 
years or more on the first day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty, shail then be subject to graduation, entry, 
and cession, in like manner and at like periods of three 
years ; and that all public lands which shall have been offer- 
ed for sale ten years or more at the next succeeding period, 
or any subsequent one, shall be subject in like manner to 
graduation, entry, and cession, at like periods of three years 
as they consecutively oceur: Provided, That no one person, 
under the provisions of this act, shall be authorized to 
purchase more than one section at the two lowest rates of 
fifty and twenty-five cents per acre. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That upon every reduc- 
tion in the prices of said lands which shall take place by the 
graduating process of this act, the oecupants or settlers 








2 
« 


ee 


we Sore 


1058 
upon any of the said lands shall have the right of preémp 
tion at such graduated or reduced prices, which right shall 
extend to a period of six months from and after the dates at 
which the respective graduations shall take place; and any 
land not entered by the respective occupants or settlers 
within that period, shall be liable to be entered or purchased 
by any other person antil the next graduation or reduction 
in price shall take place, when it shall, if not previously 
purchased, be again subject to the right of preémption for 
six months, as before, and #0 on from time to time as said 
reduction shall take place: Provided, That nothing in this 
act contained shall be construed to interfere with any right 
which has accrued or may accrue by virtue of any act grant- 
ing preémptions to actual settlers upon the public lands. 

Bee. 4. dad be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 
of acts as provide for an exemption from the imposition of 
taxes upon tand sold by the United States for five years 
from and after the day of sale, be, and the same are hereby, 
re pealed, 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON moved to amend the 
amendment by strikine out the latter clause of the 
first section of said amendment—providing for the 
cession of the public lands ata certain pertod to 
the States in which they lie. He submitted this 
amendment for the purpose of testing the sense of 
he Senate upon the principle of ceding the public 
lands to the States in which they lie, and asked the 
yers and nays upon said amendment. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

{ \ mi save In writing was rece ived 
President of the United States. | 

On this question a very protracted debate en- 
med, which lasted until a late hour, and in which 
Messrs. BENTON, CALHOUN, JOHN M. 
CLAYTON, CRITTENDEN, BREESE, and 
others, participated; when 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
adjourned. 


from the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, July 6, 1846. 

The Journal of Iriday was read, 

Mr. DODGE asked leave to present the consti- 
tution of lowa. 

Mr. McGAUGEILEY moved to amend the Jour- 
nal by inserting the following. On the fourth page 
of the first sheet, after the words, ** so the House 
refused to reconsider said vote,’’ insert— 

“The question was then put, Shall salt be inserted in the 
schedule of articles free of duty? and the yeas and nays hav 
ine been ordered by one-fifth of the members present, were 
taken, and the result was announced by the Speaker, as fol 
lows: yeas 105, nays 104. And the Speaker further announced 
that the vote was decided in the atlirmative, and directed the 
Clerk to read the next amendment; when 

Mr. Deomeavorte rose and asked, whether the Speaker's 
vote would change the result?) The Speaker replied that it 
had not atthe moment oceurred to him that his vote would 
ehange the result; but his attention having been called to 
the state of the vote, he should vote in the negative : which 
made the division equal, and thereby the question was lost, 
and the ameudment Was not agreed to, 

‘A motion was made by Mr. Jenkins, that the last vote 
be reconsidered. And the yeas and nays having been or 
dered on said motion by one-fifth of the members present, 
the Clerk proceeded to call the roll; but betore the call was 
completed, apon a reéxamination of the last-mentioned 
vole, it was ascertained that an error had been made in 
adding the last vote, and that the actual vote was—yeas 105, 
nays 102—as follows: Those who voted in the afiirmative 
are, —: those who voted in the negative are, ” 

{ Here follows the vote heretofore published. ] 

* So ‘salt’ was added to the schedule of articles free of 
duty.’’ 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker states that this 
is a Motion to insert on the Journal what transpired 
in this House before the error was detected, to 
which the Chair called attention at the time. The 
Chair rules the amendment to be out of order for 
two reasons: First, because no matter is ever en- 
tered on the Journal that is in itselfa nullity. The 
Chair further rules the amendment out of order, 
because the point was not made at the time the 
Chair gave its decision. 

The Speaker will further state, that, as an indi- 
vidual member, he would prefer that the amend- 
ment should be entered on the Journal; but, as the 

A : 
presiding officer of the House, he is obliged to rule 
it out of order. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY, as he desired (he said) to 
have the motion placed on the Journal, appealed 
from the decision of the Chair. And, after briefly 
sustaining his motion, he asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. F 

And the question being on the appeal, 

Mr. ASHMUN requested the Speaker to state 
whether the Speaker agreed that the state of facts, 
as set forth in the amendment, was the true state? 

ry ‘ . Y ‘ - 

The SPEAKER said that so far as he had ex- 
amined, it was so. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 


GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON, ASHMUN, BELL, 


THE 


nN 


SPEAKER, participated. 

Mr. COBB then moved that the appeal be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. DIXON asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion, which were ordered. 

And the roll having been called, 

Mr. GENTRY rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether the proceedings of this morning would be 
entered on the Journal ? 

The SPEAKER said he would decide that ques- 
tion at the proper time. 

The result of the vote was then announced as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Bayly, Bedinger, Ben 
ton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrongh, Wiiliam G. Brown, Burt, 
Catheart, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, 
Daniel, Dargan, Garrett Davis, DeMott. Dillingham, Dobbin, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Eilsworth, Erdman, Ficklin, 
Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, Hop- 
kins, George 8. Houston, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Jen- 
kins, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Kaufinan, Kennedy, Leake, McClelland, 
MeClernand, Joseph J. MeDowell, James McDowell, Me- 
Kay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Parrish, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rath- 
bun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Sed- 
don, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, ‘Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Sykes, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Tredway, Wheaton, 
Wick, Williams, Woodward, and Yancey—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnoid, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Bell, Blanchard, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Buffington, 
John. H. Campbell, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Delano, 
Dixon, Dockery, John H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Giddings, 
Grider, Grinnell, Hampton. Elias B. Holmes, John W. Hous- 
ton, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel 
P. King, Leib, Lewis, Long, MeGauchey, McHenry, Mose- 
ley, Pendicton, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, Root, 
Schenck, Severance, Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, 
Thibodeaux, ‘Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, White, and 
Winthrop—32. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

‘The Journal was then approved. 

A PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF asked leave to make a 
personal explanation. ‘There was objection. 

Mr. G. DAVIS hoped the committees would be 
called for reports, 

Mr. BRINK ERHOFF claimed the right to make 
his explanation as a privilege. 

The SPEAKER said it had been customary to 
suffer these explanations to be made, but not as a 
matter of privilege. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved to suspend the 
rules. 

The question was put, and the rules were sus- 
pended. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF then read‘a written no- 
tice of certain articles in the Union, and also cer- 
tain remarks formerly made by Mr. Wick. 

Further explanations were given by Mr. WICK 
and Mr. RATHBUN. 

Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT also wished to 
explain; but, the House being weary of this sort 
of personal altercation and reflection, manifested 
strong objection to granting leave. 

Mr. HUNT said he had only wished to say a 
word or two, which he also had reduced to writing, 
as follow 8: 

“* When members strike for higher wages, 
And claim more pay and rations, 


They damn themselves for future ages 
Beyond all pers’nal explanations!” [A laugh.] 


CONSTITUTION OF IOWA. 

Mr. DODGE presented the Constitution adopt- 
ed by a Convention of Delegates of the people of 
the ‘Territory of lowa, held in the city of Iowa in 
the month of May, 1846, for the State of Iowa, 
when admitted into the Union as one of the States 


of the United States. Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


PRINTING FOR CONGRESS. 

Mr. HENLEY said that he had for a long time 
been desirous to make a report reducing the rates 
of public printing, and providing for letting it out 
by contract. He now asked leave to make a re- 
port, and to have it printed. 


Mr. BRODHEAD inquired whether resolutions 
were not this day in order? 


The SPEAKER answered affirmatively. But 


the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Hentey] had 
asked leave to introduce a joint resolution. 
Objection was made. 


On motion of Mr. HENLEY, the rules were | 
suspended; and Mr. H. introduced a joint resolu- ' 


COBB, DROMGOOLE, McGAUGHEY, and the || 
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tion concerning the printing of Congress; 
was read twice by its title. 

On motion of Mr. H., the joint resolution ia 
referred to the Committee of the Whole < 
state of the Union, ordered to be printed 
the special order for Monday next. 

Mr. G. DAVIS, (the rules being suspended.) 
from the select committee, to which was ref ea 
the resolution from the Senate regulating the print. 
ing of Congress, and establishing the eomr. ang 
tion for the same, reported the same Without 
amendment. ; 

The resolution having been read twice, 

The SPEAKER announced that the question 
would be on its third reading. : ? 

Mr. BENTON, from the same select committer 
by leave, submitted the views of a minority of that 
committee, and also a joint resolution directing tj. 
manner of procuring the printing forthe two Houses 
of Congress, as an amendment to the said y¢ solu- 
tion from the Senate. 

Mr. G. DAVIS spoke in support of the 
resolution from the Senate. 

Mr. HENLEY made some remarks, partly in 
reply to Mr. Davis, and partly in explanation and 
support of the plan which he himself had rv ported 
And he suggested that the joint resolution fron the 
Senate should be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to whom the 
other joint resolution had been referred, 

Mr. McKAY urgently enforced the latter sye- 
gestion, so that the whole matter might be eonsid- 
ered together on the day for which Mr. Heyxey’s 
joint resolution had been made the special order, 

Mr. BAYLY replied to Mr. Davis, (vyieldins 
the floor for the purpose of explanation to several 
members,) and especially denying that the right 
had been reserved to reduce the compensation of 
the public printers by an act having a retrospective 
operation. He was perfectly willing the subject 
of public printing should be acted upon; but he was 
satisfied, from the best information, that a creat 


which 


on the 
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delusion existed in relation to the profits on this 
work. Mr. B. concluded by calling for the read- 
ing of a letter from Mr. John C. Rives, and also 
an explanation from the foreman of the “ Union” 
office, on the subject. 

Mr. G. DAVIS, from the select committee ap- 
pointed on the 3d day of December last, to “ in- 
quire whether any, and what, change can be made 
in the present mode of executing the printing of 
Congress,’ made a report thereon in writing. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the joint resolution 
was referred to the same Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, to whom the joint reso- 
lution from the Senate had been referred. 

And, on the suggestion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 
the reports of the majority and minority were laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Which motion, after some difficulty about a 
quorum, was agreed to. y 

So the House resolved itself into Committee ot 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ficx- 
Lin, of Illinois, in the chair.) 


GRADUATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, the com- 
mittee proceeded to the consideration of the follow- 
ing bill: 

A BILL to reduce and graduate the price of the public lands 
to actual settlers and cultivators. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Staies of America in Congress asse nbled, That 
all the lands of the United States which shall have been in 
market for ten or more than ten years prior to the time ot 
application to enter the same under the provisions of —_ 
act, and still remaining unsold, shall be subject to sale ~ 
the price of one dollar per acre. And all of the lands 0! 
the United States which shall have been in market for ft 
teen or more than fifteen years, as aforesaid, and still 
remaining unsold, shall be subject to sale at the price ° 
seventy-five cents per acre. And all the lands of the Unit : 
States which shall have been in market for twenty or ee 
than twenty years, as aforesaid, and still remaining aneohe, 
shall be subject to sale at the price of fifty cents per act’ 
And all of the lands of the United States which shall — 
been in market for twenty-five or more than Ts 
years, as aforesaid, and still remaining unsold, shall be rev 
ject to sale at the price of twenty-five cents per acre. be 
all of the lands of the United States which shall have een 
in market at the passage of this act, or any time thers ae 
for any period of thirty or more than thirty year, re d 
remaining unsold, shall be, and the same are here Vy coer 
and forever absolutely vested in the States respectively 
which they lie. 

Src. 2. Yand be it further enacted, That every per mioed 
plying to enter any of the aforesaid lands of the Un 
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siates, under the provisions of this act, shall be required | 


to make affidavit before the register or receiver of the 
— jand office that he or she enters the same for his or 

rop a use, for the purposes of actual settlement and cul- 
en ae by and for him or herself, or for the use of an adja- 
pry wf plantation owned and occupied by him or her- 
a that, together with said entry, he or she bas not 
S ts «od from the United States, under the provisions of 
— more than three hundred and twenty acres of land, 
this sting to the public surveys thereof; and if any person 
San such oath, by affidavit, shall swear falsely in the 
tani “es, he or she shall be subject to all the pains and pen- 
te of perjury: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to prevent any person from entering or 


purchasing the lands of the United States at the price of one | 


dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, as now authorized and 
yovided by law: And provided, also, That the quantity of 
fond which the President of the United States shall hereafter 
proclaim and offer for sale in any one year shall not exceed 
five millions of acres. This act shall take effect six months 
from and after its passage. 

The bill having been read through, was taken up 
by sections. 

“Mr. BIGGS moved to strike out the following 
words: 

« Andallof the lands of the United States which shall have 
peen in market at the passage of this act, or any time there- 
vier, for any period of thirty or more than thirty years, and 
still remaining unsold, shall be, and the same are hereby, 
oeded and forever absolutely vested in the States respectively 
in which they lie.” 

Mr. BOWLIN said he rose to submit a few re- 
marks upon the merits of this bill, and the princi- 
nies involved in it; as he regarded it one of the most 
important measures for the West that had or could 
engage the attention of this House. Asa matter of 
policy, the West was deeply interested in it, as it 
tended to bring her waste lands into market and 
yseful occupation. As a matter of principle, its 
sound doctrines addressed themselves to the whole 
Union, and demanded from us such action as was 
best calenlated to promote the ends of free govern- 
ment. The public lands were a trust fund in our 
hands for the benefit of the people—not to be held 
up by prohibitory, nor squandered by corrupt le- 
vislation; but to be so disposed of, as would secure 
to them the greatest benefits—whether that was 
in promoting correct principles, increasing the rev- 
enue, or in advancing the general prosperity of the 
country. 

Land being the true basis of all individual and 
national prosperity, its disposition, and the tenure 
by which it is held, has in every age of the world, 
and in every civilized nation, engaged the most ar- 
dent attention of the statesman. There is no subject 
in the whole range of political science, that so nearly 
and directly interests the great body of the people, 
as that of the right of soil. Its disposition is not 
only a question of mere utility—that changes with 
the passing hour—but it is one involving great and 
important principles, upon which may hang the 
fate of manand governments. So intimately iden- 
tified is it with the forms and systems of govern- 
ment, and the political rights and privileges of men, 
that we are frequently enabled to read the history 
ofa nation, either for weal or for wo, for glory or 
shame, in the mere regulations of her land systems. 
That government, no matter by what name it may 
be called, whose lands are scattered amongst the 
creat body of her people, and are left unfettered by 
‘aw, to pass in their natural course, from genera- 
ion to generation, preserving and perpetuating an 
independent yeomanry, must forever enjoy a high 
state of political freedom. Whilst such a system 
is preserved, there is no focus around which to 
rally political power to oppress. The rays of 
power are scattered, and can only be concentrated 
over the ruins of the system itself. Upon the con- 
‘rary, that government which adopts a system, 
and pursues a policy, tending to concentrate its soil 
inthe hands of a few, to the detriment of the many, 
‘ettering its free passage from man to man, no mat- 
‘er what name it may bear, its ultimate destiny is 
‘he destruction of every vestige of equality and lib- 
‘rly. Itis the inevitable destiny of nations to be 
controlled by the proprietors of the soil, and the 
sovernment is free or despotic, just in proportion 
‘o the number of its rulers, or participants in po- 
‘weal privileges. Ifyou wish to preserve and per- 
Htuate its democratic form, you must pursue a 
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policy tending to disseminate the lands amongst | 


the largest possible number of the people of the 


“tate. Hence the great principle that lies at the 
‘oundation ofany system for the disposition of the 
public lands we may see proper to adopt. 
In the origin of society, land, like the other ele- 
ments, was free to the common enjoyment of all. 
ut land being capable of individual appropriation, 
‘oon became the subject of proprietorelle:—-at first 





temporary, subsequently permanent. Under the 
influence of such a system, nothing but the purest 
principles of democratic equality could have exist- 
ed. But it was doomed not to last. The ingenu- 
ity of man soon dissipated that system of equality 
by striking at the first eause—the equal enjoyment 
of the soil, the only permanent foundation of all 
wealth, and its consequence—power. From that 
day to this, the land systems of every country have 
stamped their impress upon their institutions for 
good or for evil—for the advancement or suppres- 
sion of free principles. History is filled with ex- 
amples in illustration of this fhet. 

Rome, in the earlier and purer days of the 


e- 
public, adhered to the policy of making as many 
of her citizens landholders as was compatible with 
justice; and, to that end, had laws for the division 
of conquered lands among the soldiers who had 
won them by the prowess of theirarms. The most 
of her citizens being at times soldiers, in that mar: 
tial age, the natural tendency of this policy was to 
make almost every citizen a land propric tor. This 
system continued while public and private virtue 
guided the counsels of the Republic, and only fell 
into disuse when corruption began to stalk broad- 
cast through the land. And itis a remarkable fret, 
that while no Senator had the temerity to propose 
the repeal of this equitable law, all could unite in 


o ‘ 


fostering abuses of it for the acgrandizement of 


| their own wealth and power, until it fell into utter 


neglect. They dared not repeal the law; they let 
it stand upon the statute-books to amuse the peo 
ple, while they cheated them out of all its benefits. 
They commenced their encroachments by degrees, 
insidiously at first, openly at last. They com- 
menced appropriating to their own order a portion 
of these lands; but, becoming bolder by the sue- 
cess of their usurpation, they finally took the whole 
for their share, and the eitizen-soldier who won 
them got nothing. The natural effect of this was 
to increase the wealth and power of their order, 
and weaken the opposing force of the people. So 
successful had this system of barefaced plundering 
become, that, for more than half a century prior to 
the appearance upon the public stage of Tiberius 
and Caius Gracchus, there was not an instance of 
the law being executed. It had wholly fallen into 
disuse—had become a dead letter upon the statute- 
book; and the higher orders alone were recognised 
as the legitimate plunderers of the public lands. 
When Tiberius Gracchus came into power, with 
a laudable zeal for the public good he undertook 
to restore this old neglected law, which had been 
overshadowed by corruption. The nobles took 
the alarm; and, seeing its just execution would 
tear from them their fraudulently-acquired proper- 
ty, sought a resource in endeavoring to blacken 
his reputation, and applied to him the epithet of 
agrarian. <A direct proposition to take from them 
usurped property, and return it to its legitimate 
owners, they called dividing out people’s property. 
The conflict between Tiberius, backed by the peo- 
ple, and the Senators, backed by the participants in 
the frauds, was fierce and vindictive, until they 
found a solace for all their fears in the hands of an 
assassin. He fell; and his brother, taking warn- 
ing from his fate, trusted to his own good sword, 


| in the hands of a faithful servant, to avert a simi- 


lar destiny. Thus perished the Gracchi; and with 
them perished the last hope of popular liberty in 
Rome. The triumph of fraud was complete. The 
practical effect to the system of government was 
changed; the political power had departed with 
the lands, from an independent and virtuous yeo- 
manry to a bloated and corrupt aristocracy, who 
maintained by force what they had acquired by 


' fraud; and perpetuated as a term of reproach the 
| title they conferred upon the defenders of the peo- 


ple’s rights to render them odious in the eyes of 
the world. Shallow-pated historians have been 
duped rd the scheme, and interested monarchical 
writers have seized upon it, to strengthen corrupt 
power by holding up the title of agrarian as some- 
thing odious, something horrible. It is a term 
canonized in the best blood of Rome, and meant 
patriotic resistance to the corrupt usurpation of the 


| public property by those selected to be its guar- 
| dians. 


It is a term identified with all that is gener- 
ous, noble, and patriotic. Then let not the exam- 

le be lost in teaching us how important a principle 
lies at the foundation of any system with regard 
to the public lands. The public land was the in- 
strument here used to strike a blow—a fatal blow— 
upon the liberties of the people. 
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The celebrated feudal system of more modern 
times was but a cunningly devised scheme to rob 
the reat body of the people of their just and legit- 
imate interest in the landed estate of the country, 
and thereby build up an aristocracy upon the 
ruins of popular liberty. It was but a coon to 
perpetuate political power in the hands of the few 
to the detriment of the many; to make serfs of the 
people and lords of their rulers. But the mere 
seizure of the land would not accomplish the ob- 
jeet without fettering the free transfer of the soil; 
and corrupt legislation was not long wanting to 
perpetuate a system established by a mixture of 
fraud and force, by laws of restraint upon aliena- 
tion, The laws of exempting real estate from 

for debt, of primogeniture, and entails, 
constituted a part of this illegitimate brood. It is 
this land system that constitutes the props to up- 
hold the monarchies of the Old World. Let them 
‘unmuzzle the ox that treadeth out the grain,’ 
let them take off the fetters upon transfers of soil, 
and place it upon the same footing as other prop- 
erty, free to disseminate itself in small parcels 
amongst the great body of the people, and it would 
require no spirit of prophecy to foretell the result. 
The down-trodden serfs beneath the iron heel of 
power would give place to a bold, fearless, and 
independent yeomanry, Who would soon make the 
crowns based upon illegitimate 
from their lofty heights. 


serzure 


power topple 
The land system of 
every country stamps its Impress upon and gives 
character to Its institutions, and as such involves a 
great political principle. 

Having endeavored todemonstrate the great prin- 
ciples at stake upon this question, let us now turn 
our attention for a moment to the policy adopted 
by the European nations in colonizing this conti- 
nent, and its natural and legitimate consequences; 
for itis a notorious faet, attested in almost ever 
page of American history, that they pursued a nom d 
icy diametrically opposed to the system of policy 
adopted at home. The monarchs of England, 
France, and Spain, the three great colonizing 
nations of Europe, donated their lands to the emi- 
grants in the newly-discovered countries—the two 
latter in the moet liberal manner. The policy of 
this measure was to encourage emigration and set- 
tlement in the New World. The effect of it was 
to inculcate ideas of independence in the great 
body of the people, elevating their moral senti- 
ments, and arousing their innate love of liberty, 
until it resulted in stretching a line of republics 
from the St. Lawrence to the Rio de Ja Plata. 
Their day-dreams of empire in the New World all 
dissolved at the touch of the magic wand of free- 
dom, inculeated and nourished in the breast of the 
people by the fact that they were the free oceu- 
pants of their own soil, and ate the bread of their 
own industry. 

The early and rapid effects of this system of 
making every settler a landholder, showing its in- 
fluence upon their habits, manners, and opinions, 
is beautifully illustrated in almost every page of 
our colonial history. The first generation of emi- 
grants had not passed away, before its effects were 
manifest. The whole character of the people had 
changed, with their altered condition, before time 
had changed the people themselves—one beautiful 
illustration of which he would beg leave to recur 
to, from the history of Virginia. The first colony 
in Virginia was planted about the year 1606; but 
the settlement did not assume a permanent char- 
acter until about 1618. Shortly after this, followed 
the Revolution in England, which brought the head 
of Charles I. to the block. The little colony, during 
that long and violent struggle, knowing no other 
benefactor, adhered to the Stuarts. After the fall 
of the king, in 1650, when she had a population of 
only twenty thousand, the Parliament fitted outa 
fleet to bring the rebellious colonies to subjection. 
It first sailed to the South, and the little island col- 
onies and trading posts soon bowed their necks to 
the yokes of their new masters. The fleet then 


' sailed for Virginia, but upon entering the capes, 


found themselves everywhere met with prepara- 
tions for an armed resistance. The colonists were 
not prepared to submit without knowing the terms 
of the surrender; and then, that oer were such as 
comported with their notions of civil liberty. It re- 
sulted in negotiations; and it is a curious fact, that 
in the very first article of the treaty, they make 
their ‘availa agree to repudiate the idea of sub- 
mission, and make them regard them in terms “as 
equal treating with equal,’’ and aver it ‘a volun- 
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tary act, not forced or constrained.” In that treaty, 
Virginia made them recognise her general assem- 
bly, and their sole right to impose taxes—a gen- 
eral amnesty for past political offences—her ancient 
boundaties—the validity of their land-patents—the 
land premium to emigrants—freedom of trade— 
her exemption from charges on account of the ex- 
pedition——and, lastly, that * no castles should be 
erected, or garrisons maintained ,’’ without the con- 
sentof the assembly. If this was subjugation, it 
wasa glorious subjugation for the colony, securing 
her every blessing of civil government at home, 
while she preserved the British Government merely 
as a protector against foreign aggression, This 
was what a little band of brave, daring, and fear- 
less men, free occupants of their own soil, were 
able to achieve against the power of the British 
empire, at that time everywhere victorious. In 
contemplating such re sulls, we are naturally led to 
inquire for the cause. They were British subjects, 
chiefly born in England, but they were removed 
from her fettered land system, to aclime in which 
they inhaled the spirit of liberty in every breeze, 
and felta glorious independence in the competence 
that their own rich soil yielded to enterprise and 
industry. ‘They had ceased to be tenants, and 
were lords of the soil. 

Hlaving endeavored to show the principles in 
volved in this question, and the effect of a liberal 
system upon the moral, physical, and political man, 
let us now turn our attention to our own System, 
and see what is likely to be its effect if rigidly ad- 
hered to. And he could tell gentlemen in advance, 
who fancied a kind of veneration for the system, 
that this bill did not contemplate either its radical 
change or destruction, but merely to give such a 
direction to its operations as would ultimately de- 
atroy the relation of landlord and tenant between 
this Government and the States, and place the new 
States upon the elevated platform of equality guar- 
antied by the Constitution. ‘That any policy we 
may see proper to adopt ought to look to a period 
when that relation should cease to exist, he pre- 
sumed no gentleman would deny; and yet it re- 
quired but little foresight to perceive that the pres- 
ent system, rigidly adhered to, would necessarily 
render it perpetual. Are there no evils in this re- 
lation, which, as statesmen, we are bound to fer- 
ret out and remedy? What are its effects upon 
this Government—upon the free, sovereign, and 
independent States—ay, and even upon the legis- 
lation of this Hall? Us natural and direct ten- 
dency is, to make this Confederacy a parchment 
sovereignty—the creature of the States—arrogant 
in her pride of power; while the States, with ori- 
ginial sovereignty—the pillars that support this 
mighty fubric—are reduced to the condition of sup- 
pliants to a benefactor. How do gentlemen of the 
State-righis school relish this picture? Yet it is 
true to the life; and. they all must see it, feel it, and 
know it. The humiliating spectacle is daily pre- 
sented to our view of sovereign States begging of 
this great landlord pittances of their own sacred 
soil, which almost an imperative necessity requires 
they should have the control of. A striking illus- 
tration of this is to be found in a bill upon your 
table, providing for draining the swamp lands in 

outhern Missouri and northern Arkansas. As 
this case presents an apt picture of the workings 
of the system, and its frequent deleterious opera- 
tion upon the prosperity of the States, he would 
beg leave to invite the particular attention of the 
House to it. In the southern part of Missouri, 
and some distance back from the Mississippi river, 
commence a line of swamps, produced by the cho- 
king up of rivers and outlets, and running south 
nearly parallel with the Mississippi, extending a 
considerable distance into Arkansas. Between the 
swamps and the river, extending along down, is a 
beautiful section of high rolling country, settled 
and improved to a very high state. Immediately 
west of this line of swamps are the uplands again, 
with a considerable population. This section of 
the State, on both sides of the great swamp, is 
beautifully diversified with hill and dale, well wa- 
tered, and a fine climate, being about the tempera- 
ture of southern Virginia. Its valleys are rich, 
and in many cases its hills abound with mineral. 
The land in these swamps would be one of the 
richest valleys of land of the same extent in the 
world, if it was only reclaimed. In the surveys of 
the country, it is returned worthless. The sur- 
veyors, not being able to penetrate it through the 
slimy waters, returned it as valueless; and so it 


remains, and so it is destined ever to remain, in the | 
The amount of land | 
thus covered with water in Missouri is something | 


hands of this Government. 


like a half million of acres; but stretching along in 
a line casts its baleful influence over millions of 
acres on each side of it. There it lies stretched 
out—a long black line of corruption, disease, and 
death, occupying territory that ought to be yield- 
ing up a rich harvest, and yet it cannot be touched. 
Why? Because this Government owns it, and 
clings to it with the miser-grasp of a rich landlord, to 
whom it is utterly useless, and who will neither im- 
prove itnorletitgo. Inthe meantime, what is the 
condition of the people in that section of the State ? 
The outlines have been sketched; every gentle- 
man’s fancy can fill up the picture. 

The State, always anxious for the health, happi- 
ness, and prosperity of all her citizens, has again 
and again brought this matter to the attention of 
Congress. She has invited you to drain them and 
reclaim as a prize the rich and beautiful valley they 
cover. The response is, thatitis an improvement 
of too local a character for this Government to en- 
gage in. She then invites you, if you will not use 
them, to abandon them to her; she will reclaim 
them, and bring health and prosperity to the sur- 
rounding country, and a rich valley into cultiva- 
ion, adding to the general wealth of the Republic. 
Even that has been so far refused. It is truea 
committee of this House has worked up its gene- 
rosity so far as to report a bill, giving the State 
one half of what they reclaim. That is, if the 
State can, at her own expense, manufacture some- 
thing out of nothing, we ure willing to share the 
profits. Well, even that is better than nothing. 
As you see the State will be compelled to do the 
work at some time for the preservation of the 
health of her citizens, your consciences will only 
allow you to take from her half of her generous 
and humane labor. But he trusted the House 
would be more generous than the committee, and 
he intended to try them when the bill came up for 
consideration. She ought to have all that she re- 
claimed upon every principle of justice, right, and 
common honesty. ‘This is but a striking illustra- 
tion of the effect of your policy under the present 
system upon the States; you retard improvement, 
check population, and consign whole sections to 
disease and death, simply because, like the dog 
in the manger, you will neither eat the hay nor 
let the ox eat it. You will neither reclaim the 
country, nor suffer others to do it and enjoy the 
fruits of their labor. 

Sir, it is a familiar spectacle in this Hall to see 
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when it would cease—and the new States c 
husband their resources, and ayes them in ad 
vancing their own prosperity. hey preferred q 
sudden attack and return to health, to a lingering 
and interminable disease. Though the drain upoe 
their resources would be greater, it would be of 
shorter duration; when the lands in the hands f 
individual proprietors would contribute to the =~ 
sources of the State, and the general wealth of ti. 
nation. 

Having briefly reviewed, he said, the evils ge 
the present system, he should now proceed to the 
inveatigation of the general character of the bill 
and test it by the soundest principles of justice . 
is, then, but an act of sheer justice to sell a 
lands for their intrinsic worth—justice to the pur. 
chaser, who pays his money; justice to the Star, 
in which they lie, as she is deeply interested | 
their oceupation and cultivation. To fix a stand. 
ard price upon all the lands of a country, regan 
less of the variety of the character of the gojj 
varying from very rich to poor, is unjust to the 
vurchaser and grossly unjust to the State interested 
in their settlement. It is to establish a kind 0; 
bed of Procrustes, to which everything must }y 
forced to conform, regardless of the incongruity 
Such a doctrine is absurd, if it is intended for aii, 
other purpose than retarding the growth and pros- 
perity of the country. There is nothing in which 
a greater variety exists than in the qualities of thy 
soil of any large extent of country. And to put 
the poor lands at the standard price of the rich, js 
in effect to reserve them from market. But sy: 
pose, against every reasonable hypothesis, they 
could be sold, is it just in this Government, like 
monopolizing speculator, to prey upon the neces 
sities of its citizens, and force from them more thay 
it is worth? 

In the next place, it is the tendency of this bil 
to foster and encourage emigration and settlement 
in the new States, and consequently their growing 
wealth and prosperity. Is it the policy of this 
Government to keep obstacles in the way of tha 
advancement? Is it just to retard them in thei 
onward march to greatness and to glory? We 
ask no special privileges—we ask to be exempt 
from no general burdens—we ask no special favors 
to aid us in our march; we only ask that you place 
no obstacle in our way—that you leave our action 
free; and the enterprise, energy, and industry of 
the same people who subdue forests in their march, 


ould 


' and make the wilderness to yield abundant har 


the States, through their Représentatives, like | 


sturdy mendicants at the footstool of power, ask- 
ing appropriations of pittances of their own lands 
for some public purpose. They come forward 
with their tabular statements, exhibiting the amount 
that each one has been enabled to secure by the 
same process, as a warrant for their claim—upon 
the principle that favors granted were to be gradu- 
ated to a specific standard amongst the appliceants. 
Does this humiliating spectacle present the rela- 
tion that ought to continue to exist between the 
free sovereign States of this Confederacy, and 
the Confederacy itself? Are gentlemen prepared 
to adhere to the workings of a system which is 
destined to give perpetuity to this condition of 
things? If not, the remedy is at hand—not by 
a radical and sudden change of the system, right- 
ing ourselves by injustice to others; but by aslow, 
regular process, looking through the vista of time 
to the period when a relation working injury to 
both should have a happy termination. ‘This is 
all the people of the new States desire; it is all 
they ask; and the immutable principles of justice 
would not allow them to demand less. They seek 
not to take the land, which is the joint product of 
all; they ask not to deprive you of your interest 
in it; but only that it shall not be held up in masses, 
at a price beyond its value, blighting their pros- 
perity and their hopes of future aggrandizement. 


Another evil of the system upon the new States, | 


for which this bill is not an immediate, but only 
an ultimate remedy, is the constant and eternal 


drain of money from these States in payment for | 


their lands. ‘This isa drain which nothing but the 
indomitable and unconquerable energies of the pio- 
neer could withstand. 


bill afforded no immediate remedy for this, but 


He was well aware that the | 


vests, will make the country prosper. The rich 
soil, the magnificent rivers, the mild and genia 
climate of the great West, all contribute to invite 
emigration amongst us, and that policy would bx 
suicidal that would obstruct or retard it. Th 
West needs population to eg its great re 
sources; and it will be one of the blessings of thi 
great measure that it will contribute to its increase, 
without impairing the best interests of other por 
tions of the Confederacy. Then he would ask if 1! 
was not the grossest injustice to adhere to a sysiem, 
the direct tendency of which was to check emigra 
tion and settlement in the new States? Was itno! 
suicidal to the best interests of the country? 

But the new States have another inierest a 


, stake, which appeals strongly to the magnanimit) 


'the whole Confederacy as the new States—and 


of this Government in behalf of this measure; and 


that is an interest which almost as deeply concerns 


that was, their interest in bringing these lands into 


general occupancy and cultivation, so that they 
might yield a revenue in support of the Gover 

ment. Under the present system the public lands 
are not taxed; and the States in which they lie, an! 
from the labor of whose citizens they derive value, 
can exact no revenue from them. In the hands of 
individuals they would be taxable, and liable | 


| be made, like other lands, tributary to the suppov 


and improvement of the State. Missouri, one of 
the richest States in the Union, contains abou! 
forty-three millions of acres, less than one-fourth 0! 


-which has been sold, and upon which taxes ar 


| 


raised for the support of the whole Governmen'. 
Those that have been sold have to some extel! 
been culled, which lessens the chances of the sale 


of the balance, while a rule is continued upon ve 
| by which all must come up to the standard max 


rather aggravated it for the time, as he would show || 


when he came to examine it as a revenue measure; 


_ taxation for the support of the State. 


imum of the best; and a half century may elapse 
before another fourth shall, by becoming individ 


: ject of 
ual property, and productive, be m. bill he 


but it did look to a termination of it—to a period |) was perfectly aware, did not afford an immedis' 
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~ ay for all this; but it held out the bright hope | 
ene aaaats remedy, by putting the lands in | 


market at a fair value. Was there anything in this 
that militated against the sternest principles of jus- 
tice? Did not, on the contrary, equal and exact 
iystice imperatively demand the measure? That 
‘the soil of a State, the true representative of its 
wealth, ought to contribute to its support, Is a sound 
political maxim, which no statesman would con- 
trovert. - . “ 
applied to the new States of this Confederacy. A 
very smal! portion of their soil contributes to the 
support of their governments. This was rad ically 
wrong; and it was a wrong likely to continue, 
unless relief was found in the just and equitable 
principle of reduction and graduation. oa 

‘ Having presented the policy and the justice of 
chis measure, he would now proceed briefly to ex- 
amine the objections usually taken to it, and en- 
deavor to expose their fallacy. 

In the first place, then, it has been objected to as 
4 revenue measure, upon the ground that the rev- 
enue arising from the public lands would fall short 
under the operation of this bill. In answer to this 
objection, he might content himself by referring to 
the very able report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury at the opening of Congress, where the very 
reverse is triumphantly maintained. He recom- 
mends the reduction of the price of public lands to 
actual settlers, as a measure by which “ the public 
interests would be promoted and the revenue aug- 
mented.’’ And again, in a late able communication 
of his, in answer to the Senate resolutions in rela- 
iion to the finances, he uses the following emphatic 
language upon the subject of the public lands: 

“ [tis believed, also, that the reduction and graduation of 
the price of the public lands in favor of settlers and cultiva- 
tors, as recommended in your message of December last, 
would make an annual addition of half a million of dollars 
to the revenue derivable from the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands, by bringing into market many millions of 


acres of the public domain which are wholly unsaleable at 
the present miniinum price established by law.” 


And yet, sir, it was not the fact when | 


A half a million of additional revenue derivable 


from this source; and no man who has taken the 
trouble to investigate the subject, will doubt the 
legitimacy of his conclusions. 


{tis but a fair calculation that what you reduce 
in price, would be so much more augmented by in- 


creased sales, that the land revenue, instead of be- || 


ing reduced by the operation of this system, would , 


in reality be enlarged. The best evidence that the 


land is held too high, is the limited demand, and | 


that is an evil not likely to decrease, but rather to 
increase under the present system. 


For as the | 


lands become more culled, there will beless demand | 


at this standard unvarying price. The whole sales 
for the last year were less than 2,000,000 of acres, 
while the amount in market is 133,000,000 of acres, 
and 109,000,000 more ready to be brought into 
market, and some 700,000,000 more to operate 
upon for the future. Taking the sales of last year 
as the criterion for the future, and how long will it 
take to dispose of the lands already in market? 
Sixty-six years; and adding in the other lands to 
which the Indian title is already extinguished, (be- 
ng 109,000,000 more, at the same rate of sales,) it 
would take one hundred and twenty years. And 


the sales of last year are above an annual average. | 


In the mean time the population is doubling about 
every twenty-five years. The sales do not increase 
with the population, which is the creation of a 
natural and legitimate demand; but vary with the 
value of money, being greater to-day and less to- 
morrow, as money is plenty or scarce; demonstra- 


ting that it is the price that constitutes the check | 


upon the purchase. In the last ten years the popu- 


amount to a prohibition, certainly forms a great 
check upon sales; and every check upon sales must 
diminish the revenue arising from that source. 
Open the door to this army of non-proprietors 
who have been accumulating for fifty years, by 
offering to make them free, independent proprie- 
tors of the soil, ata price within their means to 
command, and it requires no spirit of prophecy to 
foretell the result. They would rush in millions 
from their dependent condition as tenants, purchase 
your lands, swell your revenues from that source, 
subdue the forests in their march, make the wilder- 
ness blossom as the rose, and, as free cultivators 
of their own soil, would spread wealth, happiness, 
and prosperity around them. From your abun- 
dance that may lie useless for centuries, tell the 
hardy citizen, whose energies are palsied by pov- 
erty, whose sinews are taxed to their utmost ten- 
sion to secure bread and meat for his family, that 
forty dollars would buy him a plantation im the 
rich soil of the West that would pour forth abun- 
dance as the reward of his industry, aud he would 
acquire it, pour it into your treasury, and secure 
to himself an independent, prosperous, and happy 
home. Such, he believed, would be the happy 
workings of the system of reduction, even upon 
the revenue. 

Mr. REID inquired if the State of Missouri had 
sold her five hundred thousand acres grant, which 
she received under the distribution law, for a price 
less than $1 25 per acre. 

Mr. BOWLIN replied that she had done better 
with it than sellit. She had, by a solemn act of 
her convention, donated it to the use of public 
schools. She had consigned it to the noble and 
generous purpose of educating her youth. 

Mr. VINTON interposed and said, under the 
law granting it, she could not sell it for less than 


| the Government sold her lands. 


Mr. COLLAMER corrected him, by informing 
him that the restriction was to one dollar and a 
quarter per acre specifically. 

Mr. McCLERNAND also made some remarks 


| explanatory of that act, which were not caught by 


the reporter. 
Mr. BOWLIN proceeded. 


Another objection 


| deeply felt, if not openly urged against the system 


| boldly denied. 


of cheapening the public lands, was its tendency 
to draw off the population from the older States. 
That such would be the inevitable tendency he 
would not attempt to controvert; but that its effects 
would be injurious to the national interest, he 
Whatever had a tendency to de- 
velop the resources of a nation, and give that direc- 


tion to industry and enterprise which was at once 


most profitable and most elevating in its nature, 
was a national blessing and no evil. And it was 
the duty of Congress, in its legislation, not to look 
to the interest of particular sections, but to the 
whole Confederacy. Government was interested 
in the productive industry of the country; and as 
individual enterprise, left free and unshackled from 
legislative restraints, is the best method of promo- 
ting it, we should leave it to its own career for its 


, full development, unembarrassed by restrictions. 


Land should not be kept up to restrain emigration 
to the new States, and we do notask that they should 
be reduced solely to promote it; for in either case 
the legislation would be partial in its character. 


But we do ask and demand, in the name of com- | 


mon justice, that it should be graduated in such a 


/ manner as to make the price bear some relative 


lation has increased 40 per cent., whilst the land | 


sales within the same period have been constantly 
decreasing. What is the cause of this, if it is not 
in the exorbitant price? And what is the remedy? 
Remove the evil, reduce the price, and the increased 
sales will more than compensate for the reduction, 
and increase the actual revenue. No man can 
doubt this fact who has taken an impartial survey 
of the past. The population increasing with un- 
¢xampled rapidity, and the land sales decreasing 
during the same period, must demonstrate to the 
most skeptical that the proportionate number of 
land proprietors is daily decreasing in the country. 
; is would be incomprehensible in a country 
i uch, by a regular process of sales, could scarce- 
y dispose of her public lands in three centuries to 
cccupants and cultivators, 
policy of the present syste 


| 


proportion to the value of the land. This much 
we have a right to demand, as consonant to every 
principle of public policy and public justice. A 
partial evil is no argument against a measure look- 
ing to a general good. Population might be drawn 
off from some of the old States by cheapening 
lands in the new; yet the country was benefited 
by a change which directed their labors to a more 
productive soil, and gave a market for the lands. 
The emigrant himself was benefited by a change 
which elevated his condition from that of a tenant 


| to that of the proud proprietor of the land his toil 


beautified and adorned. The new States were 


| benefited by the change which gave them popula- 


tion, brought their unproductive lands into cultiva- 
tion, and, while they added to the general wealth 


of the State, were made to contribute to its sup- 


port. The manufacturing interests were interest- 
ed in the change that opened new and extensive 
markets for their products. Commerce was in- 


but for the restraining || terested in the change, as it tended to increase the 
m, which, if it does not || productions upon which it relied for support. A | 
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policy whose tendency was to scatter such wide- 
spread blessings in its march, should not be check- 
ed or abandoned on account of some temporary or 
partial inconvenience. 

Upon the subject of political power, the older 
States of the Confederacy had nothing to dread 
trom the increasing streneth of the West, but much 
to enconrage hope for the future. If the people of 
the West had no stronger tie than interest to bind 
them to the East in a common destiny, that of it- 
self were sufficient. The West, in all time to come, 
must be the great producer of this nation; the East 
holds the key to that commerce which must give 
value to those productions; and this renders each 
dependent on the other, and forms a bond of union 
more indissoluble in its character than parchment 
compacts. Itis the peculiar position of the great 
valley of the West, her capacity for containing an 
immense popniation, the fertility of her soil, the 
agricultural character of her neople, and the neces- 
sity of preserving a free intercourse with the seat 
of commerce on the Atlantic, that gives the highest 
hope of the perpetuity of this glorious Confederacy. 
It is to the West, the agricultural West, her com- 
munity of independent farmers, who eat the bread 
of their own industry, that the eye of the states- 
nan must turn with prophetic hope for the patri- 
otic race who are destined to preserve the principles 
of democratic liberty. ‘The very pursuit of such 
a people is congenial to patriotism; and the Re- 

could not be intrusted to safer keeping. 


public 
Linked to the soil by the strongest attachments of 
interest, of early associations, of fixed habits, and 
above all by the cherished remembrance of the 
spot of their birth, their patriotic affectionsmatu- 
rally cluster around those institutions which pre- 
serve freedom to a home endeared by so many ties. 
Then it is no evil to any portion that 
“The star of empire westward holds it way ;”” 

but a blessing that you have a country freed from 
the corruptions of your crowded cities, where the 
sentiments of unostentatious virtue and patriotism 
are inculeated in their original simplicity and beau- 
ty, and where devotion to country is no idle cere- 
mony. If, then, this objection be true, as doubt- 
less it is, then it is a glorious truth, that flashes 
light in the path of the patriot, as he traces the fu- 
ture destiny of his country on her march to great- 
ness and to glory. 

But if the tendency of population and political 
power towards the West were really evils, 1t would 
be a rashness, bordering on madness, in the states- 
man to attempt to resist them. It would be war- 
ring against a fixed destiny. The wave of popu- 
lation that passed the barriers of the Alleghany, a 
half century ago, is still rolling on, the pioneers of 
an enlightened civilization, and will continue to roll 
while they have a wilderness to penetrate and a 
country to beautify and adorn by their industry. 
The only barrier to their advance is the Pacific. 
To attempt to check it by restrictive policy would 
be as idle as it was in Canute to command the 
waves. Their destiny is onward—their enterprise 
will make that destiny brilliant. 

But if it were even possible, it is no part of the 
duty of this Government to throw restraints 
around one portion of its citizens to preserve by 
force an apparent prosperity to another portion. 
Its levislation should be general and free from all 
bias and partiality, regardless of the effect that 
the enterprise of any portion should give to its ac- 
tion. If itis just and sound policy to reduce and 
graduate the price of the public lands, it ought to 
be done, though the people of the West might 
make it a lever to elevate them to unexampled 
prosperity. If, as the peaeae of the Treasury 
supposes, In his estimates, it wil enhance the reve- 
nue a half million of dollars from this source, now, 
when the country is engaged in a war, and needs 
all the money it can justly command, is the ap- 
propriate time to accomplish the act. Give the 
people lands at a fair price, graduate them accord- 
ine to the true value, receive their money, and b 
one single great stroke of public police ’ nich 
your treasury, elevate your citizens, and increase 
the general wealth of the country, by inviting its 
improvement and cultivation. 

And we must not shut our eyes to the fact that 
the people have decided this question at the ballot- 
box, in elevating to the presidency our present 
Chief Magistrate. It was one of the great issnes 
in the contest of 1844, and stood contradistin- 
guished to the Whig scheme of distribution. The 
people decided in favor of reduction and gradua- 
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tion, with the other great issues in that contest. 
The President, true to the popular will, thus 
solemnly expressed, at the earliest opportunity 
brought to the attention of Congress all the great 
issues in the contest, with a hearty recommenda- 
tion in their support. 


‘Texas has been annexed, and is now represent- 
ed upon this floor, Oregon has been settled, and 
settled without blood, and our fellow-citizens in 
that distant Jand rendered secure in their persons 
and possessions. And though we did not get all 
that many of us claimed, yet we brought England 
up to the standard of out ancient demand, and 
thereby, to some extent, secured a diplomatic 
triumph. The independent tre asury, one of the 
reforins demanded by the people, has already, bya 
triumphant majority, passed this Tlouse, and is 
destined to become the law of the land. The tari 
reform, one of the greatest acts of the age, and 
destined to lift millions of unnecessary and unjust 
burdens from the people, has also in its turn tri- 
umphed before this House. The four first great 
acts m the polttieal drama have been passed, victo- 
riously passed, What Democrat is prepared to 
block of the fifth? The Admin- 
been eminently successful in carrying 
out its pled es before the peoyde, 


make a stumbling 
istration has 
our out of five 
of the great issues upon which it was pledged, has 
received the approval of this Lfouse by uneXam- 
pled majorities; add but the fifth and last, and ren- 
der complete the crowning act of its glory. 

Mr. BRODHEAD next obtained the floor, and 


moved that the committee rise, in order to offer a 
resolution for the final adjournment of Congress 
on the 3d of August next. He did this with no 
desire to delay the action upon this bill; it was 
now first in order, and would be before the com- 
mittee when they next sat. This was a day when 
resolutions were in order: and at no other time 
could the resolution be offered without a vote of 
two-thirds. 

Some conversation occurred between Messrs. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, BRODHEAD, and 
KLLOUSTON, when Mr. B. waived his motion, with 
the understanding (he said) that the resolution 
would be received upon the rising of the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. R. SMITH was proceeding to advocate the 
bill, when 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and 
suggested to his friend to allow the question to be 
taken. He saw no opposition to the bill; and he 
wroposed now to take the vote. 

Mr. VINTON gave notice that there would be 
opposition to it. 

Mr. ROBTRT SMITH, of Hlinois, havine ob- 
tained the floor, said that the protracted length of 
the session, the many important measures yet to 
be acted on, and the great anxiety he felt to bring 
the business of the session speedily to a close, ad- 
monished him to be very brief in his remarks upon 
the bill now under consideration. At the last ses- 
sion of Congress he urged upon the House the im- 
portance of graduating and reducing the price of 
the public lands to the actual settler and cultivator: 
and he could not let this opportunity pass without 
again urging the justice of this measure. Mr. S. 
said it had long been a favorite measure with him, 
that of making every freeman who would cultivate 
the soila freeholder, and to secure to him land 
enough to enable him to support himself and those 
dependent upon him fora living. The first reso- 
lution he had introduced on taking his seat asa 
member of Congress, was to instruct the Committee 
on Public Lands to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill granting (under certain restrictions) 
to each head of a family eighty acres of land. That 
quantity was not liberal enough, in his opinion, to 
the cultivator of the soil; and he would then have 
voted cheerfully for twice that amount; but he 
feared to ask for more lest he should get nothing, 
for those who were destitute of land and were 
unable to buy. He acted upon the principle that 
‘* half a loaf (to a hungry man) was better than no 
bread.’’ The proposition did not at that time 
meet with much favor in the House. He was, 
however, rejoiced to see that a more liberal spirit 
was extending all over this Union in relation to the 
disposition of the public domain; that more just 
oni enlightened views were being entertained in 
regard to that large and highly respectable class of 
our citizens who cultivate the soil, the men on 
whose shoulders our political fabric stands, and 
who are emphatically the right arm of our defence. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 





He hoped and trusted that the day was not far dis- 
tant when every man in this land, who would labor 
upon and cultivate the earth, would be furnished | 
with a reasonable quantity by our Government, | 
(if unable to buy,) without money and without price. 
The bill now under consideration did not (said Mr. 
S.) effect, or propose to effect, this object; but it | 
was a more favorable and just bill to the new States | 
than any which had ever before been introduced | 
into this House with any prospect of its being | 
passed into a law. 
The President of the United States and the Com- | 
missioner of the General Land Office, had strong- 
ly recommended the graduation and reduction of | 
the price of the public lands. ‘They deserved and | 
would receive the thanks of thousands of the hard- | 
laboring and meritorious cultivators of the soil, for 
their very liberal, just, and statesmantike exposi- | 
tions of the true policy of the Government in re- | 
gard to the disposition of the public lands. No | 
unprejudiced mind could read the message of the 
President, and the very full and lucid report of | 
Judge Shields, and for a moment doubt but that it | 
was the policy of Congress to pass the bill under | 
If it should become a law, it would 
enable thousands to become the owners of Jand 
who are now tenants-at-will to the wealthy and 
aristocratic Jandlord. It would be the means in | 
many cases of dispensing comfort and happiness | 
to thousands who are now ground down with pov- | 
erty ‘and wretchedness, and had no courage to | 
struggle against the ills of life which the working | 
classes were destined to encounter; and aside from 
the merited blessings it would confer on so many 
of our patriotic citizens, who at an early day pen- | 
etrated the wilderness, inhabited only by the red | 
man, and whose labors and toil had caused that 
vast wilderness to ‘blossom like the rose,’ it | 
would (said Mr, Smrru) be a matter of policy to 
the Government to reduce the price to the actual | 
settler of the Jands which had been long in market, | 
and remained unsold. It certainly needed no ar- | 
eument to demonstrate that the best lands would 
always be first selected, and that third or fourth | 
rate lands, which had been in market twenty or | 
thirty years, would not sell at the same price as the | 
best lands first purchased. It would be unjust in | 
the Government to demand it. Policy and justice | 


| 


consideration. 


both called upon the Government to fix the price 


according to value. The lands would then sell; | 


| the Government would receive its value into the | 


treasury: and the States would be benefited by 


_having the lands improved; as they would draw 


revenue from them, to aid in keeping up and sus- | 
taining the general interests of their respective | 
States. 
Mr. S. said the justice and the policy of grad- 
uating and reducing the price of the public lands | 
was sO apparent to every one who was familiar | 
with the subject, that it was the wonder and aston- | 
ishment of the settlers of the new States that this | 
desirable object had not been accomplished long | 
before this time; and while he did not for a mo- | 
ment doubt the patriotism of the members of the | 
House, he could not attribute the repeated failures | 
of so many similar bills to any other cause than to 
the fact that very few who cultivated the soil with 
their own hands held seats in either branch of Con- 
rress, to vote upon these measures. Sir, (said Mr. 
S.,) no man who has not ** earned his bread by the | 
sweat of his brow,” in tilling the soil, knows how 
hard it is to dig from the earth the means where- 
with to support a family, to say nothing of laying | 
aside money to purchase the land of the Govern- | 
ment, even at $1 25 per acre, for the first choice and | 
best lands. Gentlemen should bearin mind that there | 
was a wide difference between the amount received 
by the farmer for his labor and that received by pro- 
fessional gentlemen for their services. It required 
a whole year of hard labor of the farmer to earn 
what the professional man earned frequently in a 
single hour. Mr. S. said it was not his intention | 
to make invidious comparisons, or to array one class 
of our citizens against another. He deprecated all | 
sectional and local jealousies; and he hoped and 
trusted gentlemen would duly consider the import- 
ance of the passage of this bill to the great agricul- 
tural community of this nation, and act in a spirit of | 
generous liberality becoming enlightened statesmen || 
of a free and independent Republic. He entreated 


gentlemen to fancy themselves turned out upon the || 
cold charities of the world, and left with no other || 
means of support than to earn their bread by cul- || 
tivating the soil; and if they could bring their '' 


pe ? 
| minds to the sober reality of such a condition 
, 


_ ernment like ours it ought not to be counten 


| value. 





his 


word for it, they would consider it hard enough to 


support themselves by that means, even if the land 
was given to them. Mr. 8S. contended that the 
great object of all governments should be to pro- 
mote the prosperity and happiness of the whole 
people; and to effect this object substantially. er... 
care should be taken, in framing our laws, ; 
vent and check monopolies of all kinds, but more 
especially land monopolies. In a monarchical «, 
ernment it might be tolerated; but in a free o 


2reat 


to pre- 


POY. 


. . : : ‘ anced 
or suffered to exist. The President, in his Anny) 


Message, had strongly recommended the erad 
tion and reduction of the price of the public lands 
and he would give an extract from that doeumen), 


Ua 


“Under our present land system, limiting the minjy), 
price at which the public lands can be entered to s} 25 0, 
acre, large quantities of lands of inferior quality remain jy, 
sold, because they will not command that price. Pro, yy, 
records of the General Land Office it appears, that, of 
public Tands remaining unsold in the several States ag 
Territories in which they are situated, 39,105,577 acres have 
been in the market subject to entry more than twenty yea, 
49,638.644 acres for more than fifleen years; 73,074.99 
acres for more than ten years; and 106,176,961 acres s, 
more than five years. Much the largest portion of thy = 
lands will continue to be unsaleable at the minimum price 
at which they are permitted to be sold, so long as |aroe 
territories of Jands from which the more valuable portions 
have not been selected are annually brought into marke; 
by the Government. With the view to the sale and sete 
ment of these inferior lands, [ recommend that the price by 
graduated and reduced below the present minimum rate, 
confining the sales at the reduced prices to settlers an¢ 
cultivators, in limited quantities. If graduated and reduced 


e 


|| in price for a limited term to one dollar per acre, aud, attey 


the expiration of that period, for a second and a third tery) 
to lower rates, a large portion of these lands would be pur- 
chased, and many worthy citizens, who are unable to pay 
higher rates, could purchase homes for themselves and their 
families. By adopting the policy of graduation and reduc- 
tion of price, these inferior lands will be sold for their rea) 
value, while the States in which they lie will be freed from 
the inconvenience, if not injustice, to which they are sub- 
jected, in consequence of the United States continuing to 
‘own large quantities of public lands within their borders not 
liable to taxation for the support of their local goveruments. 

“J recommend the continuance of the policy of granting 
pre-emptions, in its most liberal extent, to all those who 
have settled, or may hereafter settle, on the public lands, 
whether surveyed or unsurveyed, to which the Indian title 
may have been extinguished at the time of settlement. It 
has been found by experience that, in consequence of corm- 
binations of purchasers and other causes, a very smal! quan 
tity of the public lands, when sold at public auction, com 
mands a higher price than the minimum rate established by 
law. The settlers on the public lands are, however, but 
rarely able to secure their homes and improvements at the 
public sales at that rate; because these combinations, by 
means of the capital they command, and their superior 
ability to purchase, render it impossible for the settler to 
compete with them in the market. By putting down all 
competition, these combinations of capitalists and specula 
tors are usually enabled to purchase the lands, inelading the 
improvements of the settlers, at the mimimurn price of the 
Government, and either turn them out of their homes, or ex 
tort from them, according to their ability to pay, double or 
quadruple the amount paid for them to the Government. It 
is to the enterprise and perseverance of the hardy pioucers of 
the West, who penetrate the wilderness with their families, 
suffer the dangers, the privations, and hardships attending 
the settlement of a new country, and prepare the way for 
the body of emigrants who, in the course of a few years, 
usually follow them, that we are, in a great degree, in 
debted for the rapid extension and aggrandizement of our 
country. ; 

‘ Experience has proved that no portion of our population 
are more patriotic than the hardy and brave men of the fron 
tier, or more ready to obey the call of their country, and to 


| defend her rights and her honor, whenever and by whatever 


enemy assailed, They should be protected from the grasp- 
ing speculator, and secured, at the minimum price of the 
public lands, in the humble homes which they have im- 
proved by their labor. With this end in view, all vexatious 
or unnecessary restrictions imposed upon them by the ex- 
isting pre-emption laws should be repealed or modified. It 
is the true policy of the Government to afford facilities to ts 
citizens to become the owners of small portions of our vast 
public domain at low and moderate rates.” 


Mr. S. said he thought the views expressed by 
the Executive on this question should have some 
weight with the members of the House in favor 0! 
graduation and reduction. The President was the 
proper guardian of the rights and interests of the 
whole Union—of the old as well as the new States; 
and in his recommendations he could not be influ- 
enced by any local or sectional feelings, but recom- 
mended what he believed would best promote the 
true interests of the country. The great difficulty 
in the proper and just disposition of the public 
lands arose from a mistaken and erroneous opinion 


of the value of them by gentlemen who were not 


personally or practically acquainted with their 
He said gentlemen from the old States 
looked upon the public lands as a vast treasure from 
which the national treasury was to be filled, or the 


| States to be made rich 7 the distribution of the 
i 


proceeds of the sales. This was all wrong. The 
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object of this Government, in the disposition of 
the public domain, should not be revenue alone; | 
that should only be a secondary consideration. 
I: was unbecoming the dignity of a great nation, 
and a free people, to make dollars and cents alone 
the governing principle in the disposition of that | 
which the Almighty created free for the use of 
man. The Government ought to fix the price of 
her lands at such a sum as would barely cover the 
cost of the land and the expense of surveying and 
celling the same. Mr. 8S. said some gentlemen 
from the old States seemed to look upon the reduc- 
tion of the price as @ gratuity to the new States, 
and exclusively for their benefit. This was not 
the fact. Reducing the price would more especi- 
ally benefit those emigrating from the old States 
and settling in the new. ‘The most important ad- 
vantaze or benefit to the new States would be, that 
when the price of the lands was reduced to their 
real value they would sell rapidly, and the States 
would derive a revenue by taxing them, with the 
improvements that would be made thereon. Mr.S. 
said it was contrary to the spirit and genius of our 
Government, our Constitution, and laws, for the | 
Federal Government to hold lands in a sovereign 
and independent State, except such as the Consti- 
tution specially provided for. The fact of the 
Government being the mammoth landholder in 
many of the sovereign States of this Union, and 
exercising the rights of landlord over the freemen 
who sustain the Government and give it vitality, is 
what the framers of our Constitution never intend- 
ed or dreamed of, and while this state of things 
existed no State could be sovereign and independ- 
ent. He trusted, therefore, that all who were 
favorable to the maintenance of the sovereignty, 
freedom, and independence of the States, would 
aid in relieving the new States as speedily as pos- 
sible from this odious vassalage to the Federal 
Government. Mr. 8S. said, when a similar bill was 
before the House at the last session some gentle- 
men from the old States contended that $1 25 per 
acre was cheap enough for any land fit for cultiva- 
tion; and the drift of their arguments went to show 
that it would be of little or no avail for the Gov- 
ernment to try to fix a less price to benefit those 
who could not pay $1 25 peracre. This course of 
reasoning showed conclusively to his mind that 
those gentlemen were not acquainted with the prac- 
tical operation of the present laws regulating the | 
sale of the public lands in the new States. Mr. 


S. said he concurred most heartily in the argument 


urged by the Commissioner of the General Land |) 


Office, Judge Shields, in his very able report to the | 
two Houses of Congress at the commencement of 
this session, in favor of graduation and reduction, 
and he would read from this report: 


“But few subjects of equal importance have been more 
earnestly pressed upon the consideration of Congress than 
luis, and none have hitherto been less successful. The re- 
commendations of the Executive, concurred in on several 
occasions by the Senate, the resolutions of Legislatures, the 
petitions of the people, and the advocacy of the first talents 
of the nation, have failed, as yet, to obtain the introduction 
of a system by which the public lands might be rated ac- 
cording to quality, and sold according to value. Among 
those who feel the unequal operation of the present system, 
and with whom the question is not merely a speculative 
one, the repeated failures of this favorite project have been 
the cause of deep mortification and disappointment; and 
they have been ready at times to charge its opponents, not 
with the want of practical information on the subject, but 
with secret hostility to the growth and prosperity of the new | 
“tates, This suspicion is ill founded ; but, unfortunately, it 
las sunk deep in the minds of the people of that region, and | 
' hot removed in time, may yet lead to a system of reprisal 
both disereditable and injurious to the character of the 
Whole country. The present is a propitious time to termi- | 
hate the agitation of this question; and with this view,I | 


recommend the establishment of such a graduation system | 


as will satisfy the reasonable demands of those States in 
which the publie lands are situated, without doing the 
‘lightest injustice to any other section of the country. I 
‘sume that the primary object of every enlightened system 
°! policy relating to the public lands is occupation and settle- 
"ent, and that revenue is only to be regarded as a second- 
‘ty and subordinate object. Indeed, a liberal policy would | 
aly seek sufficient revenue from this source to indemnify 
‘te Government for all outlays and expenditures incurred 
n relation toit. To facilitate settlement, it is necessary to 
reduce the price of public land to such an extent as to bring 


s acquisition within the limited means of the great body of | 


first settlers. 


aaend This consideration is wholly disregarded at , 


mesent. ‘The average maximum price of the best quality | 
ai public lands has been found by experience to be only 
*!'27 per acre; while the minimum price of the worst 
iuality is $1 25 per acre. 
a 'n theory; but in practice it is not only absurd, but is 
adieally unjust. 
Bs hen a district of land is proclaimed at public sale, non- | 
district capitalists can select all the valuable lands in such 
the enn t Previously secured by pre-emption, and purchase 
setth ‘ame at an average of $1 27 per acre; while subsequent | 
€rs are compelled to purchase inferior lands at $1 25 per 


= 


|| interest to defend. 


| er. 
and Mr. Van Buren, as expressed in their mes- | 
sages to Congress, in favor of graduation and 


This looks somewhat absurd, || 


‘ 


acre, or give an exorbitant price to these capitalists and spec 

ulators. It is idle to talk about competition in such a case. 
There is, in fact, no competition, except amongst speculators, 
and they are always sagacious enough to arrange the extent 
of it beforehand. It has been estimated that about an aver 

age of one-tenth of the public domain is unsaleable, being 
composed of swamps, marshes, mountains, and other lands 
of a very inferior quality. The residue, or saleable lands, 
may be divided, according to quality, into five classes. As 
$1 27 is the average maximum price of the best quality of 


| lands, it must be admitted that $1 25 per acre will be asuffi- 


cient minimum price for lands of-the first class 
second; 75 cents for the third; 50 cents for the fourth; and 
25 cents for lands of the fifth class. This will do away with 
the incongruity of holding lands of every kind and quality 
subject to sale at the same minimum rate. The private own- 
er of a particular commodity, who should act upon the prin 
ciple of the present public land system, would be regarded 
as impolitic; and surely such policy is no less objection 
able in the Government, which is not so much an absolute 
owner as a trustee of the public lands forthe public. [ have 
already stated that the Government, in the exercise of an 
enlightened spirit of liberality, should be satisfied with in 
demnifieation for all expenses incurred in relation to the 
public lands. The scheme here recommended must, in 
every possible event, do more than indemnify the Govern- 
ment. The estimate of the whole expense of purchasing 
territory from foreign nations, extinguishing the Indian title, 
and surveying and selling the public domain, is an average 
of 23 cents per acre. By taking the data already given, and 
by allowing a loss of 23 cents per acre on one-tenth, being 
the whole of the unsaleable lands, the residue, or nine-tenths, 
will amount at these graduated rates to an average of 67} 
cents per acre; thus leaving an excess of 44) cents peracre, 
to meet all possible contingencies. These calculations are 
based upon reliable data; not exact, it is true, ina mathe 
matical sense, but accurate in a general and practical sense. 
* * * a o * 


* 


; &1 for the 


“This will constitute a species of sliding seale which 
will glean and clear out districts, and give the new States, 
within a reasonable time, the control of the lands within 
their limits. Objections may, perhaps, be made to the quan- 
tity of land which this process of classification will vest at 
once in some particular States. [t will vest 420,229 aeres in 
Ohio: 1,225,095 acres in Indiana: 3.965.104 acresin Illinois; 
2,307,225 acres in Missouri; 4,146.878 acres in Mississippi ; 
1,141,605 acres in Louisiana; 4.510.895 acres in Alabama; 
and 27,495 acres in Michigan. I can obviate these antici- 


| pated objections by stating that. according to our estimates, 


only a comparatively inconsiderable portion of this large 
mass of land is either saleable or valuable; and that it is 
likely to continue a source of expense rather than profit to 
the Government, so long as superior lands can be obtained 
at the same rate by going westward. It is unworthy a lib 

eral spirit to cavil about the value of such lands. What 
though a small quantity of valuable, amongst a mass of 
worthless land, be transferred to afew particular States! Is 
the Government to continue its present machinery over all 
the ponds, lakes, swamps, marshes, mountains, and preci- 


| pices,in the new States, forever, lest, if relinquished now, 
| they may perchance include, here and there, a valuable 


tract of land, which has happened to eseape the vigilance 
of purchasers and speculators for twenty-five vears! On the 
contrary, it is the duty of Government to relinquish these 
lands at once. This is the only way in which it can indem- 
nify these States for the injustice already done them by 
withholding their lands so long from settlement. It will be 


| the policy of the States, in some instances, even to give 


bounties to settlers to drain swamps and marshes, and re- 
claim barren wastes, in order to render the lands salubrious 


| and capable of contributing to the support of the local gov- 


ernments. The interference of Federal officers in the inter- 
nal affairs of States should be prevented as much as possi 

ble, by withdrawing the machinery of the public land syetem 
from each State in suecession as soon as practicable. This 
machinerv exercises an influence at this time over ten 


States and two Territories, and it will continue to do so | 
| forever, unless there is a change of policy.” 


” Mr. S. said, if there ever was a time whena 
measure of this kind should pass, this was the ap- 
propriate time. 
and he contended that we needed revenue; and if 
this bill became a law, many of the lands which 


| had been long in market would sell, and the money 
| would be paid into the treasury. 
| cy of the Government to make every man a land- 


It was the poli- 


holder. He would then feel more interest in the 
defence of the country. He would have a real 
He would feel that the Govern- 
ment which watched over and guarded his rights, 
was worthy of his services in the battle-field. 

Sir, (said Mr. 8.) the present value of the lands 


| in most of the new States has been given to them 


by the toil, the privations, and the blood of the 
hardy and patriotic pioneers who first settled the 
western country; and it was due to them and their 


_ descendants to pass the bill graduating and redu- 


cing the price of these lands. 

Mr. S. introduced some statistical tables and 
facts in relation to the sales of lands in several of 
the new States, and the amount of money paid into 
the treasury, which were not furnished the report- 
He also cited the opinions of General Jackson 


reduction. 
Cries of “ Question,’’ ‘* question.’’] 


fr. STEPHENS wished to submit some re- | 
_marks, but was not prepared to go on to-night. 


He therefore moved that the committee rise. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


We were now engaged in a war, | 
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[It was now near three o'clock, 

At the request of Mr. McCONNELL, Mr. 8S. 
having yielded the floor, 

Mr. McC. spoke for a few minutes in advocacy 
of his substitute proposing to grant to every man, 
maid, or widow, being the head of a family, one 
hundred and sixty acres of land. He considered 
this question one of “ almighty importance to the 
rights and interests of the laboring, industrious, 
producing classes of the community.’’ The unoc- 
cupied land in our confederated States and Terri- 
tories, he wished to convince the committee, 
belonged substantially to the laboring industrious 
poor. By the valor and industry of our western 
pioneers, who had gone forward, subdued the 
land, and met and conquered the Indian hordes, 
and brought them into treaty arrangements, it had 
been acquired, and out of its ample domain, he 
proposed to give to each of them a homestead. 
He urged the measure as one of justice and sound 
policy, calculated to develop the resources, advance 
the interest of the country, and promote its popu- 
lation, and their wealth, education, industry, and 
happiness. 

Mr. STEPHENS resumed the floor, and yield- 
ed to 

Mr. SAWYER, who moved an amendment as 
a substitute for the bill, being the bill of the Sen- 
ate, with certain modifications. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, also gave notice 
of the following amendment: 

Ind he it further enacted, That upon the reduction in the 
price of the public lands, as herein before provided for, the 
occupants or settlers upon any of said lands shall have the 
right of pre-emption at such graduated prices, which right 
shall extend to a period of two years from and after the 
dates at which the respective graduations shall take place ; 
and any lands not entered by the respective occupants or 
settlers within that period shall be liable to be entered or 
purchased by any other person: Provided, That nothing in 
this act contained shall be construed to interfere with any 
right which has aeerned, or may accrue, by virtue of any 


act granting pre-emptions to actual settlers upon the public 
lands. 


On motion of Mr. STEPHENS, the committee 
then rose and reported. 


THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. HOGE asked leave to introduce the follow- 
ing resolution, with a view of asking its considera- 
tion to-morrow morning: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre 
sentatives do adjourn their respective Houses on Monday, 
the 27th day of July instant, at twelve o’clock, meridian. 

Objections being made. 

Mr. HOGE moved a suspension of the rules, and 
asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. WINTHROP said that as the motion to 
suspend the rules would come up as the first busi- 
ness to-morrow morning, he would move that the 
House adjourn. There could be no test vote 
taken whilst the benches were so empty. 

On the suggestion of the Speaker, Mr. Wiy- 
THROP Waived his motion, to allow certain Senate 
bills on the Speaker’s table to be taken up and re- 
ferred. 


Mr. McKAY, by leave, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to authorize an 
issue of treasury notes and a Joan; read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. McKAY, by leave, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, also reported ‘A bill making 
appropriations for the support of the volunteers 
and other troops authorized to be employed in the 
prosecution of the war with Mexico, during the 
year- ending 30th June, 1847;” which was read 
twice and committed. 

-Mr. KAUFMAN, on leave given, offered the 
following resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


‘| lishing a port of entry at the Saline Pass in the 
|| State of Texas. 


Mr. B. MARTIN, by leave, from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported the 
following joint resolution: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Postmaster General be, and he is authorized and direct- 
ed to cause the accounts of M. A. Price and E. A. White, of 
the State of Tennessee, for mail transportation, to be audited 
and settled; and to pay to the said Price and White, out of 
the fund appropriated for mail transportation, the same rate 
of compensation from the first day of January to the first 
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day of February, 1857, as was allowed and paid them from 
the first of June to the 3lst of December, 1837. 


lead twice and committed. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 
States: 

To the House of Representatives 

I herewith transmit 4 report frou: the Seeretary of Btate, 
together with “ copies of the correspondence, in the year 
1841, between the President of the United States and the 
Govermmor of New York, relative to the appearance of Joshua 
A. Spencer, Esq., district attorney of the United States, in 
the courts of the State of New York, as counsel for Alexan 
der McLeod,” called for by the resolution of the House of 
tepresentatives of the 10th of April, 1846. 

Wasnineron, July 2d, 1846. JAMES K. POLK. 


Laid on the table, aud ordered to be printed. 
And then the House adjourned 


IN SENATE. 
Turespay, July 7, 1846. 

Mr. DAVIS presented petitions of a vast num- 
ber of the citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, deal- 
ers in wine, asking that the duties on that article 
may be made specific; which were laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. YULEE presented additional papers in re- 
lation to the claim of Isabella Stout; which were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CILLEY presented a petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, praying the adoption of all con- 
stitutional measures for abolishing slavery in the 
United States; the motion to receive which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of a large 
number of apothecaries of Boston, Massachusetts, 
praying that leeches may not be subject to duty; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented two petitions of 
citizens of Missouri, praying the establishment of 
a mail route from Tully to Lancaster, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented me- 
morials from Philip R. J. Freese, Cragin & Cleve- 
land, and Cragin, Cleveland, & Co., Shaw, Pater- 
son, & Co., A. & G. A. Kendall, Almy, Blake, & 
Co., Jordon & Stoddard, Whiton & Marsh, Kim- 
bell, Jewett, & Co., Freeman, Cobb, & Co., (three 
petitions,) Thomas P. Cushing, Thomas P. Cush- 
ing & Co., Lambert & Slade, and Lambert, Slade, 
& Co., George Home & Co., (four petitions,) John 
Williams & Co., Joseph Lill, James Read, and 
Chace & Grew, mercantile houses, asking that 
certain duties alleged to have been illegally exact- 
ed, may be refunded; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. YULEE submitted the 


tion; which was 
Printing: 

Resolved, That the Secretury of the Senate cause 
to be printed, for the use of the Senate, three hun- 
dred copies of the map of the coast survey. 

Mr. JARNAGIN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to transmit to the Senate all correspond- 
ence between the Navy Department and Captain 
E. A. F. Lavelette, while he was stationed at 
Memphis, ‘Tennessee, with the reasons for trans- 
ferring him from that place; and that the Secretary 
also furnish a copy of all letters and instructions 
from the Navy Department to Mr. Warford, and 
all other persons employed in the navy-yard at 
Memphis, and also all letters from them to the 
Navy Department. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
tr. BEN'TON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back the bill to increase the pay 
of the rank and file of the army, with an amend- 
ment, and recommending that it do not pass. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported, without amendment, the House 
hill for the relief of William Culver. 

Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lutions, reported, without amendment, the bill for 
the relief of Thomas ap Catesby Jones. 

Mr. JOHN M. CLAYTON, from the Com- 
mitiee of Claims, reported back, without amend- 


ate the bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert 
yulon. 


following resolu- 
referred to the Committee on 


= 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- || 


diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Milledge | 


Galphin, legal representative of George Galphin, 
deceased; accompanied by a report in writing; 
which was read, and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, also, from the same committee, 
reported, with amendments, the bill to provide for 
the distribution of the edition of the laws and trea- 
ties of the United States, published by Little & 
Brown, under the provisions of the resolution of 
Congress approved 3d March, 1845, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported back to the Senate the Flouse bill 
for the relief of Samuel D. Enochs, with a recom- 
mendation that it do not pass. 

THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

Mr. PEARCE asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a joint resolution supplementary to a joint 
resolution of the 20th February, 1845, in relation 
to distributing the works of the Exploring Expe- 
dition; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. P. explained the object of the joint resolu- 
tion, and hoped that there would be no objection 
to its immediate passage 

The joint resolution was then read a third time, 
and passed. 

PAY OF VOLUNTEERS—GENERAL GAINES. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the prior orders of 
the day be postponed, and that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the joint resolution, (from 
the House,) to refund to the States and individuals 
the sums of money advanced by them to raise and 
equip volunteers under the calls by Generals Tay- 
lor and Gaines; which motion was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and, having been read, 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved that the proviso— 
which provides that nothing contained in the joint 
resolution shal! be considered as a sanction of the 
calls by General Gaines for troops, without the 
orders of the President—be stricken out; which 
motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendment was concurred in, and the joint reso- 
lution as amended was, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, read a third time, 
and passed. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- | 
mittee of Claims, reported without amendment the | 
(House) bill for the relief of Dr. John Gray, de- | 


ceased. 
THANKS OF CONGRESS TO GEN. TAYLOR. 
On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, the Senate took 


up for consideration the joint resolution presenting 
the thanks of Congress to General Taylor, and for 


other purposes; which was considered as in com- | 


mittee of the whole. 

Several amendments were submitted and agreed 
to; and, after a discussion, occupying nearly an 
hour and a half, while every one admitted. 
propriety of the vote of thanks, some differences of 


the | 


opinion were disclosed as to the phraseology in | 


which it should be conveyed, a resolution was 
adopted unanimously in the following form: 


JOINT RESOLUTION presenting the thanks of Congress 
to Major General Taylor, his officers and men. — 

Resolved unanimously by the Senate cand House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the thanks of Congress are due,and are hereby 
tendered to Major General Zachary Taylor, commanding the 
army of occupation, his officers and men, for the fortitude, 
skill, enterprise, and courage, which have distinguished the 
recent brilliant operations on the Rio Grande. 

Sec. 2. wind he it further resolved, That Congress sincerely 
sympathize with the relatives and friends of the officers 
and soldiers of the army of the United States who so 
bravely fell in the service of their country on the Rio 
Grande. 

Sec. 3. nd he it further resolved, That the President of 
the United States be requested to cause the foregoing reso- 
lution to be communicated to General Taylor, and through 
hun to the army under his command. 

Sec. 4. .4nd he it further resolved, That the President of 
the United States be authorized and requested to have a 


medal of gold procured, with appropriate deviees and in- || 


scriptions thereon, and presented to General Taylor, in the 
name of the Republic, as a tribute to his good conduct, valor, 
and generosity, to the vanquished. 


ile : ‘ ‘ | 
The ‘ act granting a pension to Joseph Morris,” || 


was read a third time, and passed. 


NAL GLOBE. 


J uly 7, 
The ** bill for the relief of Henry Etting, 
read a third time, and passed. 7 
The * bill to allow to Elijah White additional 
compensation for services, and reimbursement of 
expenses incarred as acting sub-agent west of the 
Rocky Mountains,” was read a third time, ang 
after some remarks by Mr. PEARCE agains,’ 
and Mr. ATCHISON in defence of the bj : 


passed, 


ae 
Was 


ll, was 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, the Senate resumed 
as in committee of the whole, the consideration of 
the bill for the graduation and reduction of the 

rice of the public lands, the question pending 
Coin upon the adoption of an amendment submi:. 
ted by Mr. J. M. Ctayrow to the amendment sy}). 
mitted to said bill by Mr. Catnoun. Mr. C., }; 
will be remembered, presented his amendment ac 
a test question of the sense of the Senate in rely 
tion to the principle of ceding the public lands to 
the States in which they lie. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON addressed the Senate jy, 
opposition to the bill, at some length, contendino 
that the effect of this bill would be to lessen the 
amount of sales, and thus diminish the revenue, 
instead of increasing it. He contended also that j: 
would reduce the value of real estate generally in 
all the States in which the lands lie. 

[Several messages in writing were received from 
the President of the United States.} 

Messrs. SIMMONS, JOHNSON of Louisiana, 
and DAYTON, also spoke in opposition to the 
graduation bill, and Messrs. CALHOUN and 
YULEE in favor of the same. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, was about to 
address the Senate, when the Senate went into Ex- 
ecutive session; and, after some time spent therein, 
the doors were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, July 7, 1846. 


Mr. GILES (so soon as the House had been 
called to order) rose to inquire of the Speake: 
whether it was too late to move an amendment to 
the Journal of Friday last. 

- The SPEAKER said it was too late. 

{Mr. Gries wished to amend the Journal of Fn- 
day in this particular: ** The Committee of the 
Whole on the tariff bill had recommended the fol- 
lowing amendment, viz: ‘ That tobacco unmanufar- 
tured’ be taken from the twenty per cent. list, and 
be placed in the thirty per cent. list.’ ”” The House 
refused to concur in this amendment; but the Clerk 
had entered that the amendment was concurred in. | 

The Journal of yesterday was then read. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose to move a correction. 

Mr. CULLOM desired to move a suspension of 
the rules, to enable him to submit a motion for the 
printing of an extra number of copies of the report 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs in relation 
to the Mexican war. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not now 
in order. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr 
Asumun] would state his amendment. 

Mr. ASHMUN said that the motion submitted 
by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. McGaveney) 
was not stated on the Journal. It was stated simply 
that the gentleman made a certain motion. The 
Clerk had given a brief abstract of the substance of 
the proposition ; but the proposition itself was not 
on the Journal. It would not, therefore, appear 
what the motion which the Speaker decided to be 
out of order was. He moved that the Journal be 
amended by inserting it. ; 

The SPEAKER directed the Clerk again to read 
the portion of the Journal referred to. 

Which having been read, 

The SPEAKER said: The Chair understands 


the gentleman as moving to insert the amendment 
_ itself on the Journal. 


Mr. ASHMUN. Yes; to insert the motion 


_made by the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Me- 


| Gaveney 


The * bill for the relief of Benjamin Harris, of | 


La Salle county, State of Illinois,” was read a third 
time, and passed. 


| 


Mr. GENTRY inquired whether it was not 


usual, in making up the Journal, to spread at a 
length upon it any proposition taken by yeas an 


nays? 5 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it 1s not 
usual to spread on the Journal an amendment such 
as that offered by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
McGavuguer,] for the reasons which the Chair = 
ted yesterday, and for the additional reasons whic 
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the Chair will now state. All nen sue 
‘erpetrated on the part of the House, through error 

n the part of the Clerk, had never been consider- 
° . ‘ournalizing matter. And the Chair would 
et) aitention to two cases which had occurred at 
a resent session. On the engrossment of the 
hil] making appropriations for the payment of In- 
dian annuities, When that bill was under consider- 
ti yp, the Clerk omitted one of the amendments, 
snd the House went on and ordered the bill toa 
‘yird reading. After that had been done, a gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee ealled the attention of the 
Chair to the fact that one of the amendments had 
been omitted. The Chair stated that the para: 
ne would be regarded as a nullity, and that it 
would not appear on the Journal. And it did not. 

\t another time during this session, when the 
yjj] in relation to fishing bounties was under con- 
.deration, the Chair was precisely in the same 
condition in which it found itself on Friday last. 
The Chair gave the casting vote. It was after- 
wards ascertained that the Chair had no right to 
vote. The whole proceeding was a nullity, and 
did not appear on the Journal. In neither of these 
cases—both of which were in point, and the latter 
especially so—did any gentleman rise and move an 
amendment of the Journal. 

On these considerations, and looking to the prac- 
rice of the House, the Chair had yesterday decided 
that the amendment could not be entertained. An 
appeal had been taken from the decision. The mo- 
con had been put, and the decision of the Chair 
had been sustained. 

Mr. GENTRY said, it seemed to him that the 
reasoning of the Chair would apply forcibly, and 
probably conclusively, to the original matter about 
which it was proposed to amend the Journal, that 
being of itself a nullity, It did not, however, ap- | 
ply to the motion submitted yesterday by the gen- | 
deman from Indiana, [Mr. McGavucuey.] The | 
amendment was an actual proceeding of the House. | 
it was ruled out of order. An appeal was taken | 
from the decision. These were all parts of the | 
proceedings of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Yesterday morning the Chair 
ruled the amendment out of order, and that it could 
potappear on the Journal. ‘The object of the gen- 
Jeman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] appears to 
be, to spread upon the Journal that which the 
House, by its decision, refused to admit. The 
Chairmeans that the Journal cannot be so amended. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON inquired whether there 
was nota case precisely in point, in the notable |; 
protest of a portion of the members of the 28th 
Congress at its organization? And whether the 
House did not, in that case, solemnly decide, that | 
the protest should not go on the Journals of the 
House ? 

Mr. GENTRY admitted the fact, but said he 
believed it was then held, that the proceeding was 
a violation of the long-established practice of the 
House. 

After a brief conversation, in which Messrs. G. | 
8. HOUSTON, ASHMUN, and GENTRY, par- 
ucipated, i] 

Mr. ASHMUN appealed from the decision of 
the Chair, 

The question on the appeal was taken, and the | 
House sustained the decision of the Chair. 

So the amendment was not entertained. 

And then the Journal was approved. 


THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


When the House adjourned last evening, a mo- 
tion had been made by Mr. Hoge to suspend the 
rules, for the purpose of enabling him to offer a | 
joint resolution providing for the final adjournment | 
of Congress on Muda. the 27th day of July; on 


— motion the yeas and nays had been or- | 
ered, 


Mr. HOGE now modified his resolution, so as to || 
substitute Monday, the 3d day of August, for Mon- 
day, the 27th day of July. 


And the question, ‘*Shall the rules be suspend- 
ed?” was taken, and decided in the affirmative, 
‘two-thirds voting therefor,) as follows: 


‘ YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Barringer, Benton, 
one Biack, Brinkerhoft, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Wni. 
a Brown, Buffington, John H. Campbell, Cathcart, John G. 
hapman, Chase, Clarke, Cocke, Coliamer, Cranston, Cro- | 
Died Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, 
tian Dunlap, Erdman, iu. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, 
;cklin, Foot, Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, | 
eurdoa, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hamp- |, 
Ww. Harper, Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, Hudson, Hungerford, |, 
‘Hunt, J. B. Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. \\ 





Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. King, Preston King, 
Leib, Lewis, Long, McClelland, McClernand, Joseph J. 
McDowell, McGaughey, McHenry, Morris, Moseley, Moul- 
ton, Niven, Norris, Perry, Pollock, Relfe, Ritter, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Scammon, 
Leonard H. Sims, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stevens, Stewart, 
St. John, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, James Thompson, 
Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Williams, and 
Winthrop—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger, 
Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Burt, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chipman, Cobb, Cullom, 
Daniel, Dargan, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Fries, Harmanson, 
Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Hseph Johnson, George W. Jones, Leake, Lumpkin, Ma 
clay, James McDowell, MeKay, John P. Martin, Barklev 
Martin, Morse, Owen, Payne, Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, 
Rhett, Simpson, Stanton, Strong, Jacob Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Tredway, Wick, Woodward, and Yancey—4e. 


And the resolution being thus before the House, 


Mr. HOGE and Mr. BRODHEAD demanded 


the previous question. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Kentucky, and Mr. STEW- 
ART, desired the demand to be withdrawn, that 
they might offer amendments. 


The demand, not having been withdrawn, was 
seconded. 


And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 


Mr. ROBERTS moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. HOGE and Mr. BRODHEAD asked the 
yeas and nays on that motion, which were order- 
ed; and, being taken, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger, 
Biggs. James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Burt, 
Jobn G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chap- 
man, Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Daniel, Dargan, 
Jeflerson Davis, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Haralson, Hopkins, 
George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Leake, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, McConnell, 
McCrate, James McDowell, McKay. John P. Martin, Bark- 
ley Martin, Morse, Owen, Payne, Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, 
Rhett, Roberts, Sawtelle, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Stan- 
ton, Strong, Sykes, Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Wick, 
Woodward, and Yancey—59. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Benton, Jas. Black, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown, 
William G. Brown, Buffington, John H. Campbell, Cath- 
cart, Chase, Clarke, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, 
Cunningham, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, De Mott, 
Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Erdman, 
John H, Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Foster, 
Fries, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, 
Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hen- 
ley, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hudson, Hungerford, Wash- 
ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
James H. Johnson, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Leib, Long, 
McClelland, MeClernand, J. J. McDowell, McGaughey, 
McHenry, Miller, Morris, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, Norns, 
Parrish, Perry, Pollock, Relfe, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, John 
A. Rockwell, Root, Sawyer, Scammon, Schenck, Truman 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Thibodeaux, James 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, 


| Vinton, White, Williams, Winthrop, Young, and Yost—105. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 
And then it was adopted. 
So, by this vote, the House, on its part, deter- 


| mined that Congress would adjourn on Monday, 


the 3d day of August. 


THE GRADUATION BILL. 


Mr. BOYD offered a resolution (in the usual 
terms) providing that all debate in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union on the bill 
‘‘to reduce and graduate the price of the public 
lands to actual settlers and cultivators’’ should ter- 


|| minate this day at two o’elock. 


Mr. TIBBATTS rose to move a modification as 
to the time, (as the reporter understood. ) 

Mr. BOYD, remarking that he had not yielded 
the floor, demanded the previous question on his 
resolution. 

Mr. GORDON and Mr. ASHMUN moved that 
the resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. C. B. SMITH asked the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

And the question having been taken, the resolu- 
tion was laid on the table. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. STEWART moved a reconsideration of 


| the vote by which the House had this morning | 


adopted a joint resolution 
journment of Congress on 
August. 

Mr. 8. submitted this motion, he said, with a 


roviding for the ad- 


onday, the 3d day of 


| view, should it ta to move an amendment 


fixing an earlier day—the 20th of July. 
M.1. E. HOLMES. We will not do it. 
Some conversation followed on a point of order. 


Mr. STEWART remarked that he thought all 


‘of legislation by which the inevitable defeat of 


| and refer to details. 
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the necessary business of the country could be 
transacted, if there was a disposition manifested 
here and elsewhere to transact it, within the time 
designated by him. He thought that the sooner 
Congress adjourned and went home the better; 
and he thought, also, that the longer the time for 
which it adjourned the better. If Congress would 
adjourn for three or four years, he thought it 
would be for the advantage of the country. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order, 

Mr. STEWART proceeded in his remarks, re- 
ferring to the tariff and other measures which had 
passed the House, and declaring his object, in 
moving an earlier day, to be to prevent injurious 
and destructive legislation. 

After some further interruptions on points of 
order, &c., Mr. S. concluded his remarks. 

Mr. COBB said that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Stewart,] in assigning the rea- 
sons which had influenced him in submitting the 
motion to reconsider, had assigned his (Mr. C.'s 
also) with some slight variation; and he trusted 
that these reasons would be duly considered by a 
portion of his political friends, and would induce 
them to reverse their decision, to reconsider the 
vote on the adoption of the resolution, and to lay 
the resolution on the table. The object avowed by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, he (Mr. C,) had 
no doubt met with a hearty response, as the gen 
tleman himself had said, by those of his pave 
friends who surrounded him, and who had smiled 
approbation on the reasons he had given for the 
reconsideration. If the object of those who had 
supported the resolution was, in common with that 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, to defeat one 
of the great measures adopted by the House, and 
now awaiting the decision of the Senate, let them 
pass a resolution to adjourn on the 27th of July, 
or on the 3d of Aucust, and bring this session to a 
speedy close. If, on the contrary, it was the sin- 
cere wish and intention of a majority here to see 
the measures which had received the unequivocal 
approbation of a majority pass and become laws, 
then it was their duty to go with the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania so far as the reconsideration of 
this vote was concerned, and then to lay the reso- 
lution on the table, and to allow sufficient time for 
the action not only of the House, but of the Sen- 
ate, on the various great measures now pending 
before them. When that action had been had— 
when the measures to which the Democratic party 
were devoted and pledged to the country—(which 
pledges, so far as this House was concerned, had 
been redeemed )—should have received the action 
of the Senate, for weal or for wo, it was immate- 
rial—it would then be time to determine on the 
proper period for an adjournment. He appealed 
to the friends of these measures. Could his voice 
be heard by the friends of the sub-treasury bill, 
which had passed this House by a decided majo- 
rity, and which now slept at the other end of the 
Capitol? Could the friends of the tariff bill be 
appealed to with suecess? Could the friends of 
the graduation bill be so appealed to? Could the 
friends of these three great measures now pend- 
ing—when the gentleman from Pennsylvania avow- 
ed his object to be to defeat them—could the friends 
of these measures, Mr. C. asked, unite with that 
gentleman and his political friends in the adoption 


these measures was to be brought about? And 
that, too, when these motives were publicly avowed 
and given to the country as the reasons for an 
early adjournment? Were gentlemen in earnest? 
Did they intend faithfully to carry out these meas- 
ures to which they had pledged their support? 
Were they trifling with the country? Were they 
trifling with the wishes of their constituents? Did 
they intend to delude and deceive them by the pas- 
sage of bills here, and then defeating the successful 
action of Congress upon them by adopting a reso- 
lution of early adjournment, for the purpose, ex- 
press and implied, by some, to defeat these bills ? 
He could not believe it. He would not believe it 
until the final vote had been taken on the reconsid- 
eration, and a majority of this House had, Pr their 
votes, demonstrated their intention to stand by the 
side of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

But if in order, he would go one step further, 
How stood the business be- 
fore the Senate? There was the tariff bill. There 
was the sub-treasury bill. There was the ware- 
housing bill; the public land bill; the civil and dip- 


: lomatic appropriation bill; and all the other appro- 


rae ees oa ha 


PRET NIN ie hia ge. 


aL’ 
Bs 





‘ 1066 


: 8 sriation bills of the session. As yet no action had | 
on taken on these measures on the part of that || 
body. How long a time would be consumed in | 
their consideration? Look back to the previous 
action of the Senate on measures of this character? 
Give them two weeks for the tariff; and then there 
were the sub-treasury and the other great measures, 
It was impossible that the business could be dis- 
posed of within the time contemplated; and the 
gentdeman from Pennsylvania had spoken the sol- 
emn truth—the adoption of the resolution would 
destroy and defeat measures in the other 
branch of Congress which had received the favor- 

this. He appealed earnestly to his 

friends, therefore—not to this side of the House, 

(Mr. €, standing on the Whig side as he spoke,) 

for he knew that they were honestly and bona fide 

carrving out the feelings which had actuated them 
in relation to these measures from the commence- 
rent of the session—but he appealed to those who 
friendiy to the cause which he espoused to 
carry through in good faith the pledges they had 

iven to their constituents, to fulfil the wishes of 
the people, and not to effect their inevitable defeat 




































these 


able action of 


wert 


by the adoption of this resolution. Were his 
friends afraid to vo before the country upon a vote 
against an early adjournment? He trusted not. 


If necessary, let them eco before the people with 
the Journal of the House in their hands. Let them 
read over the yeas and nays on every day’s ad- 


journment, and let the people see, if necessary, by 


whom this delay had been brought about. Let 
them see who it was that had voted on each suc- 
cessive day for an early adjournment during the 


at two—at three—at four o’clock. 

Mr. GENTRY was here understood to inquire 
whether the gentleman intended to convey the idea 
that a minority had adjourned the House. 

Mr. COBB, No, sir, no; it is not necessary to 
convey the idea that a minority has adjourned the 
House. But I will tell the country what minorities 
h lve done. 
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And those who are acquainted with 
the rules which govern this body, know what the 
power mn the hands of a minority is to throw ob- 
stacles in the way of legislation. They have seized 
every opportunity during this session to exercise 
the power which is always vested in the minority. 
Mr. ©. here went into some statements respe ct- 
ing daily motions to adjourn, &c., which gave 
yise to some controversial explanations, in which 
Messrs. J. R. Incersott, Vinron, Tipparts, 
Winruror, and Toomes, participated, 
He concluded by saying, that no member was 
more desirous to leave Washineton city than he 
was. But he had voted against fixing a day of ad- 
journment, and he should continue to vote so until 
the reasons assigned by the gentleman from Penn- 
yivania s} When they had 
ceased to have any force—when it was no longer 
desired to defeat these great measures, which this 
Congress had assem! led to carry out, in obedience 
to the views of the people—he should be prepared 
to aid in bringing about an adjournment at the ear- 
liest moment. ‘Till then he should vote to remain 































































































rould cease to operate, 






































he re. 

Mr. TLOGE inquired whether it would be in 
order to move to lay on the table the motion to 
reconsider ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. HOGE submitted that motion. 

Mr. RHETT inquired as to the effect of that 
vote. 

The SPEAKER replied, that if the motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table, the resolution 
would stand passed, 

Mr. HENLEY asked Mr. Hoge to withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. HOGE declined. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order 
between Mr. DROMGOOLE and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. HENLEY said it was his intention to 
change his vote on this subject, and for this rea- 
son he asked the gentleman from Illinois to with- 
draw his motion in order to allow him to state the 
reasons Which would influence him. It was well 
known to every gentleman in this House that he 
(Mr. H.) had uniformly voted for the earliest day 
of adjournment. He had thought no cireumstan- 
ces could oceur which would prevent him from 
agreeing to that course. Butastate of things now 
exists which changes my opinion, and I intend to 
take a different course. I take the responsibility 
of a directly opposite course from that which I 
have always heretofore taken. I listened with 
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When responsi- 


It does not, || 
gentlemen of the minority here 


(whilst I respect them as high-minded, honorable || 
rentlemen in all their social relations, I say it) to 
attempt to defeat us here, and delay our action in 
the manner in which they attempt to do in this. 
The gentleman from Georgia told them the truth. 
The gentlemen say they are for an early adjourn- 
ment; if so, will they prevent this Congress from 
doing all the proper business before Congress, in- 
dependent of the tariff? 
all the harm they can, and no good, because they 
are in the minority? 


Is it their intention to do 


Mr. HUNT, of New York, inquired if five weeks 
was not sufficient time for the remaining business 
of the session ? 


Mr. HENLEY. 


Five weeks may be sufficient 


time; and if it be sufficient time, and if that gentle- 


man, and all others, will come forward and assidu- 


ously discharge their duty, then we may be through 


in five weeks; but if we are not through I am not 
What has been the policy of the 
I have sat in my seat and witnessed 
their course. LI would not blame them so much 
for it if they were willing to come out boldly and 


| take the responsibility of that course. They have 


voted uniformly for every proposition (with now 


_and then an exception) made to adjourn early, day 


hy day; they have voted against calls for the pre- 
vious question, for early adjournments, for yeas 
and nays, and for all measures tending to defeat 
and delay business. The Journal will show it. 
Gentlemen could not deny it. They have occu- 
pied their seats and refused to vote, in order to 
break up the committee for want of a quorum, 
and have thrown obstacles in the way of the ad- 
vance of business generally. He had seen them 
do it; it could not be denied. 

Mr. VANCE. Did the gentleman ever see the 
other side do it? 

Mr. HENLEY replied that he would answer 
that question fairly. In the first place, if any of 
the majority had been recreant to their duty, it was 
no justification for gentlemen on the other side for 
their course in defeating and delaying the action of 
Congress. He acknowledged that some of his 
friends had been absent from their seats at times— 
and that when gentlemen of the other side were 
here—for what? To do their duty to the country? 
The duty which they were sent here to do for the 
country? No; they were here to prevent action, 
and delay and embarrass the progress of the ma- 
jority in legislation. They found no justification 
for this, even if some of our friends have been ab- 
sent at times from their seats; he would not justify 


that; he hoped the country would look intoit. He | 


would screen no one who was guilty. 


Mr. VINTON interposed, and said the majority | 


of Congress was responsible to the country, and in 
their hands; and he took it for granted they would 
do their duty. 

Mr. HENLEY knew very well there was some 
truth in this—that they of the majority were re- 
sponsible—and, for one, he was ready to assume 
that responsibility, and to act upon it. 


Mr. MeCLERNAND appealed to the gentle- | 


man from Indiana, [Mr. Henxey,] and to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Hoge,] (from whom he 
had received the floor,) to withdraw the motion to 
lay on the table, and adopt that of the gentleman 


from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] to postpone the reso- | 
He had no disposition, | 


lution to some future day. 
and he was sure his colleague had no disposition, 
to jeopard the passage of the tariff, or any of the 


great measures before Congress; and he therefore | 
| preferred to retain the decision of the question 
‘ within their own hands. 


At the same time, as 


pleasure to the remarks of the gentleman from | 
Georgia, [Mr. Cons;| I am glad he made them; 
they have had their effect upon me, and should 
have upon every individual of the majority of this 
House who is willing to take the responsibility of 
| what he believes to be correct. 
bility is cast upon me, it is well known by those 
who are acquainted with me, | assume it willingly. 
I shall now assume the responsibility of voting 
against the motion to lay on the table: if that be 
defeated, I shall vote to reconsider, and then I shall 
vote to postpone the question until we can see the 
tariff bill safe, and all the other great questions 
which this Congress is bound to carry out. I 
am still for the earliest day of adjournment, 
and hope we shall yet adjourn as early as the 
day mentioned in that resolution; but this is 
not the proper time to fix the day. 
then, become 


| any Democrat (he asked) who stood more « 









July 7, 


early as the progress of the public business would 
allow, he was ready to fix aday to adjourn. 
Some conversation took place, in which Meas, 


GRIDER, HOUSTON of Alabama, GENTRY 


| KING of Massachusetts, and SCHENCK, parti. 


cipated. 
Mr. HENLEY, in conclusion, addressed him. 
self to the democratic party, (for it w 


as Sometimes 
necessary to speak in a party sense), 


Was ther 


: trong. 
ly pledged to an early adjournment of Conor. 


than he? Yet, with cheerfulness, with 
he now came forward and voted to postpone actin 
upon it, because he believed it for the good of ; 
country, and for the greater security of those jy. 
portant measures of reform to which the Deinorrs: 
ic party were pledged, and which had been ¢ 
out to so great an extent by this House. 
Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL inquired jg 4) 
resolution would be operative until the Sepa), 
adopted it?) He was willing to let them take 4), 
responsibility; the House had discharged theirs 
Mr. HENLEY replied in the negative to 4), 
inquiry. But did not the gentleman know tha: 


heres 


Neasure 


rat 


arried 


| they sent this resolution to the Senate, and they 


could by hook or by crook succeed in gettine } 
adopted, they having no previous question, no p | 
liamentary rules which enabled the Majority so 
certainly to command the business of the body 
the opposition might succeed in defeating artis, 
upon the tariff, and upon the other great measures 
of the session? The little minority in this Hoys 
actually embarrassed business, and defeated the ai. 
tempts of the majority to press it along; but ther 
they were nearly equal. Yes; exactly equal oy 
the tariffquestion; and did not the gentleman from 
| Ohio know, if this resolution was adopted, by pro- 
longed debate, by calls of yeas and nays, by mo. 
tions to adjourn, and by other means of delay, 
they could stave off action until the day of adjourp- 
ment came? And then this bill would be defear- 
ed; and if it was defeated, would not those in this 
House who voted for the resolution to adjourn, 
be in some measure responsible ? 

In conclusion, he renewed the motion to lay on 
the table. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON appealed to Mr. H. to 
| withdraw his motion, in order that the demand 
| for the previous question might be seconded, and 
then the subject be postponed. 

Mr. HENLEY waived the motion at the re- 
quest of 
| Mr. McKAY, who said he would not waste th 
time of the House by repeating the arguments 
which had been pressed with so much force by th 
| gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] and the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Heniey.}] There wer 
one or two other considerations, however, whic! 
he wished to bring to the notice of the House, 
which he thought would have some weight in th 
decision of this question by this House. We met 
here on the Ist December last. What then was 
the condition of the country? Were there not va- 
rious grave and important questions presented for 
| the action of Congress, not only touching the do- 
| mestic policy of the country, but also our foreign 
relations? You had the annexation of Texas to 
complete. You have had a controversy existing 
between the United States and Great Britain for 
|| the last thirty years respecting the territory on the 
northwest coast of America. By the deliberations 
of Congress, in coniunction with the action of the 
Executive, (no matter who is entitled to the credit 
of it; if the Whigs have had some agency in bring- 
ing it about,) that long-pending controversy, which 
was just about disturbing the peace of two great 
nations of the earth, has fortunately been brought 
toaclose. A neighboring republic has been incor- 
porated into the Union. It is true it has been fol- 
lowed by a war. 

The SPEARKER interposed, and stated that, 
| under the decision he had before made, he must 
consider this course of remark on the part of the 
gentleman irrelevant. ; 

Mr. McKAY did not intend to violate the rules 
of order. He was only referring to the subjects 
which had excited the attention of Congress during 
the present session—the tariff, the ware-housing 
bill, and the graduation bill; all these measures 
touching the domestic policy of the country. Has 
this session, in which all these important questions 
have been considered, been unusually long’ 
know gentlemen feel anxious about adjournment, 
Iam as much so as any one; I am always in my 


ar 














he 


he 
dit 
\g- 
ch 
pat 
rhit 
Ne 
ol- 


at, 
ust 


1846. 





country. On that point I have nothing to reproach 
oyself. Tam prepared, and I think if the House 
vill act up to the requirements upon them, we can 
pring this session to a close by the 2d of August. 
You can do it. 
But how, let me ask gentlemen, does this session 


compare with the first session of the twenty-seventh | 


Congress, when the Whigs were in a large major- 
»y here in both branches of Congress? Did you 
wring it to a close in seven months, as you now 
wish? In eight? No. You met on the Ist De- 
cember, and when did you adjourn? The middle 
of July? The 3d of August? No! With all 


your wonderful zeal for economy, with all your | 


vonderful anxiety now to bring this session to a 
jose, when did you adjourn? On the 31st Au- 
vst! And is this all? No; you not only con- 
ued the session nine months, but you had an 
extra session, commencing the 31st May, and end- 

- some time the latter part of September. But 
here gentlemen of the Whig party are raising this 
-lamor for the termination of the session. Some 
change has come over the spirit of their dream, 
and hey are found now loudly clamoring that this 
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seat attending to public business, and desirous, as || I again appeal to my friend to postpone this motion 
far as in my power, to expedite the business of the || 





to reconsider two weeks, and then we can fairly 
decide whether it is proper or not to fix upon the 
3d of August for adjournment. 

Mr. HAMLIN obtained the floor. 

Mr. HENLEY rose to move to reconsider the 
vote on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. HAMLIN declined to yield; and 

The SPEAKER stated that it was not in order, 
for the further reason that the very motion by Mr. 
STEWART was pending. 

Mr. HAMLIN had risen for the purpose of 
stating the reasons which would influence him in 
the vote which he should give on this subject. If 
there was a single man within these walls who had 
been the sincere supporter of the great Adminis- 
tration measures which he believed beneficial to 
the country, he trusted he might be numbered 
among them. He had been a warm and devoted 
supporter of the independent treasury. He had 


| voted for the modification of the tariff, although he 


cession must be brought to a close long before the | 


public business is done. 

‘Mr. STEWART rose to withdraw his motion 
to reconsider. 
declining to yield the floor, 


It was not received; Mr. McKay | 


[There was great confusion in the Hall. The | 


Speaker rapped loudly to order, and requested Mr. 
MeK. to suspend his remarks until the House 
came to order. Order having been restored in some 
measure, Mr. McK. proceeded.] 


would have preferred a bill differing somewhat from 
that which they had passed, and for which he did 
vote. He should vote fora bill graduating the 
price of our public lands, [eries of * good;’’} I have 
always voted for that measure, because I believe it 
to be just and right to the country. That is my 
position. I voted this morning for the suspension 
of the rules for a resolution fixing a day of adjourn- 
ment. I shall adhere to that vote, and I will state 
the reasons for it: and I do hope that gentlemen on 
this side of the House will not be frightened from 


| their propriety by this whirlwind which has been 
|| got up here. 


Mr. ROBERTS (interposing) was understood to | 
inquire of Mr. McK. whether any proposition was | 


made by the Whigs in 1842, and the called session, 
io reduce the pay of members ? 
Mr. McK AY replied, not that he had ever heard 


"' have here (said Mr. McK.) a list of the dura- | 


tion of the several Congresses from the commence- 
ment of the Government. 
on the 13th November, 1797, and adjourned July 
16, 1798, being in session eight months and three 
days. Here, when this country was just in its in- 
faiey, when its population was small, when there 
was not a great deal of legislation required, the ses- 
sion of Congress was eight months and three days 
in duration. o 
war with Great Britain, Congress met on the 4th 
November, 1811, and it was not until July Ist that 
they adjourned. ‘This session, then, was not unu- 
sually long. 

But we are all anxious to adjourn. I believe we 


The fifth Congress met | 


Again, at the commencement of the | 


can adjourn on the 3d of August—perhaps on the | 


vithof July. What I want is, that my friends 


| ago. 


What are the reasons? Months ago we sent the 
independent treasury bill to the Senate, and there 
it slumbers now—I know not, and I eare not, in 
whose hands. I am simply stating facts, without 
intending reflection upon any one. We sent our 
appropriation bills there—some of them months 
There they are slumbering now. We sent 
the tariff bill to them yesterday, which was passed 
in this House on Friday of last week, and we are 


| informed that they have assigned next Monday for 


its consideration. Now, I have the authority of 
the honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means for declaring (what I most cheerfully 
concur in) that we can adjourn by the 3d of August. | 


| Postpone this resolution two weeks, and then we 


now—hardly an hour. If the 3d of August, then, 
shall afford sufficient time within which to do the 
public business, (and I sincerely and honestly be- 


| lieve that it does,) then let us fix it, and go to work 


who are anxious to bring this session to a close || 


should retain the decision of this matter in their 
own hands; and I now propose to my friend from 
Indiana, in order to prevent the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Stewart] from playing the 
wick—he would not use this phrase, for he would 


confine himself to parliamentary language—but | 
‘rom practising the tactics which he had intimated | 


very clearly he would do, [of withdrawing the |, 


motion to reconsider, thus leaving the resolution 
in force, and without the power of the House,] I 


callon my friend from Indiana to make the mo- | 


tion to reconsider. We can then move to post- 


pone it to this day two weeks; and if we find, 
‘om the progress of business before the Senate, 
that all the important and necessary business be- 
‘ure us can be accomplished, I will vote for the 
resolution, But is there a single man in this 
House belonging to the majority, who are respon- 
ie for those great measures, who will dare, 
“er we have been some six or seven months pre- 
haring them for final action, now to vote for an 


rarlier day of adjournment than will ensure their | 


passage by both Houses of Congress? 
But there is another circumstance. The appro- 


/chgress is about being exhausted. 
i0re ed to re 


inclined to 


men say ought to be done. I do not know how 
tte Committee of Ways and Means will be dispo- 
sed to act, but you have it completely within your 
power. You can starve out these members if you 
wil, who, you say, want to stay here. Iam anx- 
‘ous to adjourn as soon as our business will allow. 


I shall be 
port a bill; and, for my own part, [am 


| 


take good care to practise what gentle- | 


in view of it. Isay what I believe is true, and 
what I regret to have to say, that there has been, 
on the part of this House, a remissness in coming 
up like men and doing the duties for which they 
were sent here. I say it of the House as well as 
of the Senate; and more, of this side of the House 
as well as the other. I have witnessed with regret 
upon every day when private bills are under con- 
sideration here, there has been a disposition on this | 
side of the House to stave off action. So it has 
been, also, on the other side. These are facts 


| which no candid man here can have failed to wit- 
| ness. 


My friend gear me thinks I have voted for most 
of the early adjournments. I have voted occa- 
sionally for adjournments past three o’clock. I be- 
lieve I state what the Journal will show to be true, 


_ that, saving the time when a part of my family 
| were indisposed, no man in this House has been 


| here more promptly and more punctually than I 
| have been. 


Now, there being sufficient time for the transac- 


| tion of all the remaining public business, there are 


\| 
pravon for the pay and mileage of members of |, t L ] i 
|| concluding—that the spirit of faction is to reign 


two main and particular considerations that impress 
themselves upon my mind: first, that if the other 


| branch of Congress is disposed, by the spirit of | 
| faction, to defeat the great measures of the coun- 


try, upon them, and not upon us—upon that body, 
and not upon this—must rest the responsibility. 
There is sufficient time. I believe we are nct | 
bound to conclude—that we are not justified in | 


triumphant in the other branch of Congress. I 
have the authority of my friend from North Car- | 
olina, that there is time by the 3d of August. Let 
us then fix the time now, and work up to that | 
time, and all our business may be punctually and | 
thoroughly performed. 

Again: suppose this resolution pass, and it is | 
sent to the other branch of Congress; it does not | 


OBE. | 


| explanation. 
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become a rule of action, or of any binding force, 
until they agree to it. We shall give our opinion 
merely to the Senate, that the time will be sufficient; 
if their Opinion is different, they can non-concur, 

The course of the 27th Congress has been alluded 
to by the gentleman from North Carolina. I do 
not now rise to cast reproach upon that Congress, 
and I have no apology for it: God forbid. ButI 
trust we will not split on the same rock. I insist 
there was, throughout the length and breadth of 
this land, a settled conviction on the minds of our 
people that there had been unnecessary delay and 
prolongation of the session. It is so now; it is time 
we should act, and not talk—that we should come 
to a conclusion, and definitively settle the great 
questions for which we were brought here; and I 
am for fixing a time for the adjournment of Con- 
gress, and would fix that time which the gentle 
man from North Carolina says will be ample and 
sufficient. . 

Mr. H. did not hear his friend from Georgia, 
[Mr. Cops.} He never heard him without placing 
great weight in what he says; and not a sentiment 
that falls from his lips but he took to be the state- 
ment of an honest heart. But he would excuse 
those who came to a different conclusion, backed 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, viz: that there will be ample time within 
the period specified by the resolution. 

After some conversation on a point of order be- 
tween Messrs. STEWART, DROMGOOLE, and 
the SPEAKER, 

Mr. STEWART withdrew his motion to recon 
sider. 

Mr. HOGE renewed the motion. He desired, 
he said, to submit one or two remarks by way of 
He was induced to make them in 
consequence of remarks which had fallen from 
gentlemen who had addressed the House, particu- 
larly the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Cops,} 
and the honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. He should not go into a vin- 
dieation of the motives that influenced him in 
offering this resolution. He did not think any 
gentleman here was prepared to question the puri- 
ty and sincerity of his motives. He had given to 
the creat measures which had been alluded to by 
gentlemen, and which had gone to the other branch 


| of Congress, his firm support. No man who 
will be no nearer an adjournment than we are || 


occupied a seat on this floor had given a more 
hearty, determined, disinterested support to the 
tariff bill, the sub-treasury, and all those other 
great measures which they had passed upon during 
thissession. Certainly, then, he was not to be made 
liable to the imputation of the motives, designs, 
and intentions, to which the honorable gentleman 
from Georgia alluded, and which he seemed to fix 
upon those who advocated the passage of this res- 
olution. Why, it was most unfortunate that that 
honorable member, in supporting his views, called 
upon the friends of the sub-treasury to stand firns 
by the country, and vote down this resolution, 
aimed at the success of these great measures. It 
was a most unfortunate allusion. We passed the 
sub-treasury bill by an immense majority months 
aro, sent it to the Senate, where it has slumbered 
under the guardian care and management of the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Finance 
—a gentleman from the South. Again and again 
has that honorable chairman been called upon to 
produce that measure to the body for its action. 
It remained with him for months. 

[A voice: ‘* It was reported, and has been before 
the Senate.’’] 

If reported at all, (said Mr. H.,) it has been 
within a few weeks. Repeatedly has the chairman 
been called upon to produce that bill to the Senate. 
Some reason or other has delayed it. It has slept 
there in care of the chairman of that committee 
for months; and are we, who gave this measure 
our support—who passed it months ago—now to 
be called upon and dragooned, because, in the per- 
formance of our duty, and acting upon the convic- 
tions of our judgment, we offer a resolution to 
terminate this session of Congress after it has 
continued some eight or nine months? Sir, l am 
governed in my action here, not by the responsi- 
bility of Senators—not with reference to the state 
of business of that body—but with reference to 
my own duties as a member of this House, and 
with regard to the business in this House; I dis- 
charge my duty, and leave Senators to discharge 
theirs. When I offered this resolution, it was 
after every great and leading measure submitted 


4 
i 
i 
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for the action of Congress had been voted upon, 
except the one which 1s now under consideration 
in Committee of the Whole, and which I hope we 
shall soon dispose of. I offered it as evidence to 
the Senate of the United States, that the House of 
Representatives had arrived at that stage of their 
business which would justify them in fixing a time 
to adjourn. Am I to be accused of an intention to 
defeat those great measures which I have been 
fighting for ever since | had anything to do with 
politics? This is all humbug—pure humbug. If 
we have a controlling majority of the Senate to 
pass these measures finally, we have the controlling 
power in directing the course of these measures, 
and in deciding when the public business is so far 
advanced as to justify them in fixing a day to ad- 
journ. [| am not going to assume, in advance, 
that there is a factious majority of the Senate, 
either of the Whig or Democratic party, who are 


resolved to defeat the great business of the country. 
lam going to assume no such thing. But I as- 
sume that they stand prepared to do their duty 
when the time lam here to do mine; | 
have heard nothing tochange my opinion; I believe 
the time has come to pass a resolution to adjourn. 
We have now passed the tariff bill; and that is the 
last of the great measures we are called upon to 
pass, with the exception of the land bill, and that 
will be disposed of in a day or two. 

There is a strong reason, which, in my opinion, 
is behind the whole of this business—not the doubts 
as to the success of this measure in the Senate, (for 
I entertain none;) but the thing is to wait, and keep 
this Congre 


the 5 


comes, 


S in session, the Llouse dependent on 
venate, and the Senate on the arrival and de- 
parture of British steamers, and the decision of the 
British Parliament. Jf this is the course to be ta- 
ken, When, in the name of common sense, I ask, 
will the time ever come for the adjournment of this 
Congress? The honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means says we have done an 
immensity of business here; that we have disposed 
of ull the grave questions submitted to the consid- 
eration of Congress; that we have settled the Ore- 
von question, (God save the mark!) But the Ore- 
gon question is not quite settled yet; and that is 
the reason the Senate will not adjourn. [Mr. H. 
here alluded to the recent treaty for the settlement 
of the Oregon question, w hich, it was well-known, 
although, perhaps, not officially, had received the 
final action of this Government, and had been sent 
back to the Government of Great Britain, and to 
the folly of holding this Congress in session until, 
by the arrival of the steamer of the 3d of August, 
we should receive the news of the final ratification 
by the British Government of their own proposition, 
which they had sent to us, and which we had ac- 
cepted without crossing a ¢ or dotting ani.} This 
was a very easy way of settling the Oregon ques- 
tion! ‘The Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means says it is a question that has occupied 
the attention of Congress for thirty or forty years 

from the Administration of Thomas Jefferson 
down to the present time. Why, Thomas Jef- 
ferson could have settled it in the same way thirty 
or forty years ago! According to this rule, there 
was only one way to settle it, and that is, by giving 
up ¢ verything. . 

The SPEAKER interposed, and stated that thig 
course of remark was irrelevant. 

Mr. HOGE had no desire to break any of the 
rules 


of the TTouse. He had merely been replying 
to the gentleman from Georgia and other centle- 
men, and was desirous to avoid being placed ina 
false position. 

In conclusion, he stated, that although his own 
opinion as to the propriety of the resolution re- 
mained unchanged, yet, in order to give many of 
his friends who differed with him an opportunity 
to vole upen the question, he moved a reconsider- 
ation of the vote by which it had been adopted ; 
and, in compliance with the request of gentlemen 
around him, on that motion he demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

‘The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. HOGE moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the motion until this day two weeks. 

‘The SPEAKER said it was too late to make 
that motion, the House having determined that 
the main question should now be put. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
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TIBBATTS, LEAKE, DOUGLASS, and the | resolved itself into Committee of the Whele'en ts 


SPEAKER, participated. 


| 
Mr. GILES asked the yeas and nays on the | chair,) and resumed the consideration of the })j) 


motion to reconsider, which were ordered, and, || 


being taken, resulted as follows: 


inger, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 
Brockenbrough, William G. Brown, Burt, Cathcart, Augus- 
tus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, 
Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, De 
Mott, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Faran, Ficklin, 
Fries, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, Isaac E. 


Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. | 


Hubard, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jo- 
seph Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, 
Leake, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClernand, MeCon- 
nell, McCrate, James McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, 
Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Owen, 
Parrish, Payne, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Scainmon, Leonard H. 
Sims, Simpson, Robert Sinith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. 
John, Strong, Jacob Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, Tredway, Wick, 
Williams, Woodward, and Yancey—s9. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, 
Ashimun, Barringer, James Black, Brodhead, Milton Brown, 
Buflington, John H. Campbell, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, 
Crozier, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dillingham, Dixon, 
Dockery, Edsall, Flisworth, Erdman, John H. Ewing, Edwin 
H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Har- 
per, B. B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hudson, Hungerford, 
Waehington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. King, Preston King, 
Leib, Lewis, Long, McClelland, Joseph J. McDowell, Mc- 
Gaughey, McHenry, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Pollock, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Schenck, Truman 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, James Thompson, Tilden, 
Toombs, Towns, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, 
Winthrop, Woodruff, Young, and Yost—85. 


So the vote was reconsidered. 

And the question again recurring on the adop- 
tion of the resolution, 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON moved that the further 


| consideration thereof be postponed to next Mon- 


dav week. 

Mr. YANCEY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

After some conversation on a point of order, 

The question, on the motion to postpone, was 
taken, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bedin- 
ger, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brink- 
erhoff, Brockenbrough, Burt, Cathcart, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, 
Collin, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, De Mott, 
Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Faran, 
Ficklin, Fries, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, Isaac 
FE. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund 
W. Hubard, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, 
Leake, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClernand, McCon- 
nell, McCrate, James McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, 
Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Owen, 
Parrish, Payne, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, L. H. 
Sims, Simpson, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. 
John, Strong, Jacob Thompson, 'Tibbatts, Tredway, Wick, 
Williams, Woodward, and Yancey—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, James Black, Brodhead, Milton Brown, 
William G. Brown, Buffington, John H. Campbell, John G. 
Chapman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Darragh, Garrett Davis, 
Delano, Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, Edsall, Erdman, J. 
H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foster, Gentry, Giles, Good- 
year, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, 
Harper, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hudson, Hun- 
gerford, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. King, Preston 
King, Leib, Lewis, Long, Joseph J. McDowell, MeGaughey, 
Miller, Moseley, Niven, Perry, Pollock, Julius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Schenck, Truman Smith, Thos. Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Jas. 
Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, 
White, Winthrop, Woodruff. Young, and Yost—78. 


So the further consideration of the resolution 

was postponed until next Monday week. 
VOLUNTEERS NOT RECEIVED. 

Mr. PAYNE asked leave to offer the following 
resolution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill providing for the compensation 
of the volunteers called out by the order of Major 
General E. P. Gaines, but not received or mustered 
into the service of the United States. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not 
received. 

Mr. HARALSON made an ineffectual effort to 
make a report from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

And several suggestions relating to the call of 
the committees for reports were made, but not 
adopted. 

THE GRADUATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, the House 


|| to actual settlers, cultivators, &c. 
YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bed- i 


| the questions of protection and of revenue. 


state of the Union, (Mr. Ficgusy, of Illinois, jy, .), 


lto 


reduce and graduate the price of the public lands 


Mr. STEPHENS was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee during the hour in oppo. 
sition to the bill; yielding the floor several tines 
for purposes of explanation. 

Mr. DOBBIN addressed the committee jn ,. 


| vor of the graduation of the public lands, and 


in Opposition to their cession, as proposed by 
the bill. He also gave his views on the gy). 
ject of the tariff, in support of the bill just pass. 
ed the House, considering it with reference alike to 
In the 
course of his remarks he yielded, for explanatioy 
or inquiry, to Messrs. GeonGe S. Hovstoy, Sr. 
PHENS, Vinton, and McCvernanp. 

Mr. COLLAMER next obtained the floor, anq 
moved that the committee rise. 

The question being taken, no quorum voted, 

The committee rose, and reported that fact. 

It was now three o’clock. 

Some two hours and a half were spent in taking 


| yeas and nays on motions for adjournment, and jy 


| the army on the Rio Grande. 


a call of the House. The latter was ordered, ay 
was carried to the point of closing the doors, ye. 
ceiving excuses, &e. And the proceedings stand 
adjourned until to-morrow morning. 

Whilst these proceedings were pending, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he felt desirous tha: 
the House should again go into committee, that hie 
might indicate an amendment he should offer t 
that part of the bill relating to a cession of the resi- 
due of unsold lands to the States. Instead of an 
absolute cession without any payment, he should 
propose that the States should give some equiva- 
lent therefor. 

It is understood that Mr. D. will offer this asa 
compromise. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, July 8, 1846. 


Mr. BRIGHT, pursuant to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the final set- 
tlement of the accounts of John Spencer, receiver 
of public moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
directing by law that all the lands in the State of 
Arkansas, of which there are unconfirmed Fren h 
or Spanish claims, and for the investigation and 
confirmation of which by suit in the circuit court 
of the United States in the judicial district of Ark- 
ansas, provision was heretofore made, and for the 
investigation of which no suit or suits have been 
instituted by the claimant or claimants, shal! be 
considered public land, and disposed of in the seme 
manner that other public lands are disposed of, any 
law to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill for the relief of Joshua 
Dodge; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading, and the accompanying report was order’ 1 
to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com 
mittee on Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Sarah A. King; which was read, and the repor! 
was ordered to be printed. 


GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate considered the resolution submitted 
a day or two since by Mr. Hanneean, calling upo" 
the President for information in relation to any 
orders to General Taylor since the battles of the 
8th and 9th of May last, controlling his mov’ 
ments. 

Mr. BENTON expressed his doubts of the pre: 
priety of the resolution. He supposed it was St 
ficient to say that if any officer of the army co” 
municated the information sought by the resolutio! 
he would be court-martialed and shot. , 

Mr. HANNEGAN replied that he had offere 
the resolution at a time when great anxiety pe 
vaded the public mind relative to the operations "" 
Since then the com 
manding officer had not advanced, having had du- 
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- < under him, constituting a force adequate for 
or offensive purposes; and really he (Mr. H.) must 
S ro his surprise at the dilatoriness which ap- 
oo to have characterized the movements of the 
remy § : 7 
te to him proper that the public should 
be informed as to the destination of the army, and 
the intentions of the Government with regard to 
the conduct and operations of the army now in 
Mexico. That consideration had induced him to 
propose the resolution now before the Senate. Of 
course he did not imagine that anything would be 
communicated in reply to the resolution which 
would be prejudicial to the public interests, He 
complained that the army at Matamoros, which 
had been sustained at great expense, had remained 
ingetive, Whilst the fair opportunity of a favorable 
campaign was suffered to go by. He was satisfied 


shat the Executive had not been to blame for this 


delay. ; : 
Mr. BENTON repeated that it would be im- 
proper to communicate the information desired; 
and suggested to the mover to lay it on the table. 
Mr. HANNEGAN. Let it lie on the table for 
the present. 


Mr. BENTON. Not to be taken up again, I 
ho ee. 
Mr. HANNEGAN. I wont say so. It may 


take its course. : 
The question was then put, and the resolution 
was rejected. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS rose to make an inquiry. He re- 
marked that on Monday last a bill of some import- 
ance had been ordered to be printed and laid on 
our tables. He had not yet seen the bill, although 
the week was pretty well advanced; and, as the 
bill was of great importance, he would be glad to 
be informed when it might be expected. 

The VICE PRESIDENT remarked that the 
bill had not yet been returned from the printer. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said he should 
like to know when the bill might be expected, 
particularly as it had not been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. He thought a bill of so much 
importance should have been printed and sent to 
the Senate forthwith. 

Mr. LEWIS. It ought to be here. 

The VICE PRESIDENT replied that proper 
directions should be given to have the bill furnish- 
ed forthwith. 


On motion of Mr. NILES, the bill supplemen- 
tary to an act entitled ** An act to provide for the 
transportation of the mail between the United 
States and foreign countries, and for other pur- 


ce the decisive battle of the 9th of May. | 


poses,’’ was taken up, read a second time, and | 


made the special order for the third Monday in 
the present month. 

On motion, also, of Mr. N., the bill reducing the 
rates of postage and limiting the use and correct- 
ing the abuse of the franking privilege, was also 
= up, and made the special order for the same 

ay. 


The Senate considered the adverse report of the 


Committee on Pensions, upon the petition of Resin | 


Levis; which was concurred in. 
The * bill to establish and organize an Execu 








a TL a 
ter period of the time a large body of || 
Sunder him eet | 





having been agreed to, he also moved that the 


|| prior orders be postponed, and the House bill of 


the same character taken up. 

Mr. PHELPS opposed going out of the calen- 

dar. 

Mr. SEVIER contended that there was no de- 
»ariure from the calendar involved in his motion. 
Te only proposed, for the sake of avoiding com- 
plexity, to take up the bill that was then in order, 
with the exception of a trifling amendment. 

The question being taken, the motion to take up 

was agreed to. 

The bill was then read. 

Mr. DAVIS called upon the friends of the bill 

for an explanation of its objects. 

Mr. BREESE called for the reading of the bill 

and the report of the committee in relation to the 


| Same. 


| Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Hunting- | 


tive bureau, under the exclusive control and direc- || 


tion of the President of the United States,’? was 


read a second time, and then laid over until to- 
morrow. 


MINERAL LANDS. 


went of the United States to sell the reserved min- | 


eral lands in the State of Llinois and Territories 
of W isconsin and Towa, supposed to contain lead 
ore,” as In committee of the whole. 


Mr. BREESE moved that the bill be laid upon 


thetable, and that the Senate take up the bill passed | 


sy the House, having the same object. 
Mr. EVANS called for a division of the ques- 


tion, when, 


Mr. BREESE withdrew his motion, and the bill 


was read. 


Mr. SEVIER moved to amend the bill by stri- 
king out all after the enacting clause, and inserting 
the House bill. 

fter some explanatory conversation between 
the above gentlemen, 


im. a withdrew his original motion, and moved 
Mat the Senate bill be laid upon the table; which 


The bill was read. 

No amendments being offered, the bill was 
reported back to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


The * bill to provide for the more effectual pub- 
lication of the laws of the United States’’ was 
taken up, read a second time, considered as in com- 


mittee of the whole, reported without amendment, . 
and ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time. | 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
‘* bill providing for the graduation and reduction of 
the price of the public lands,’’ the question being 
upon the adoption of an amendment submitted b 
Mr. J. M. Cuayron to the substitute for the origi- 
nal bill introduced by Mr. Cainoun, the object 
of Mr. Ciayron’s amendment being to test the 
sense of the Senate upon the principle of ceding 
the public lands to the States in which they lie. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, spoke in support 
of the amendment submitted by Mr. J. M. Ciay- 
TON. 

Mr. BREESE advocated the bill at length. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied. 

Mr. NILES followed in opposition to the future 
cession of the unsold lands to the States, and char- 
acterized the bill as the commencement of the 
** stand and deliver’’ policy of the new States. 

Mr. CALHOUN earnestly contended in favor of 
the policy and propriety of ceding the unsold lands 
to the States, in accordance with the provisions of 
his amendment to the original bill. 

Mr. BENTON followed in favor of the bill. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON further advocated his 
amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN again submitted a few re- 
marks in opposition to the entire bill. 

Mr. YULEE replied. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. J. M. 
CrLaytTon’s amendment, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Cameron, Cilley, J. 
M. Clayton. Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, 


ton , Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, Morehead, Niles, 
Pearce, Pennybacker, Phelps, Simmons, Sturgeon, Turney, 
and Upham—27. 

NAY S—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, 
Benton, Breese, Bright,, Calhoun, Chalmers, Hannegan, 
Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Rusk, Semple, 
Sevier, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulee—20, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
The question recurring upon Mr. Catnoun’s 


amendment as amended, it was agreed to by the 
following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Barrow, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Chalmers, 


: ’ ; || Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of 
The Senate took up the “ bill to direct the Pres- | 


Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Pennybacker, 
Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Cameron, Cilley, Thomas Clay- 
ton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Huntington, Mangum, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, 
Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, and Woodbridge—20. 

A motion to adjourn was here submitted, and 
lost. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate 
as amended. 

Mr. DAYTON moved to strike out the proviso 
in the bill which limits the right of the settler to 
but one hundred and sixty acres at the minimum 

rice; which motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend the bill 


by striking out all after the enacting clause, and 


| inserting the provisions of a bill authorizing the 


institution of a suit in the Supreme Court of the 
United States against the States for the purpose of 
testing the title of the United States to the lands 


' 
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received upon the admission of States into the 
Union. 

Upon this question the yeas and nays were 
called, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, 
Greene, Huntington, Johnson of Marvland, Mangum, Phelps, 
Simmons, Upham, and Woodbridge—1). 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Chalmers, 
Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Lewis, Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Se 
vier, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—27. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. DAYTON moved to amend the bill by stri- 
king out the fourth section, and demanded the yeas 
and nays, whieh being taken, resulted—yeas 5, 
nays 36. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The question was then taken upon concurring 
in the amendments made in committee, and the 
same were concurred in, 

The question recurring upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time, the yeas and 
nays were demanded, and, being taken, resulted 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Barrow, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Chalmers, 
Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannezan, Houston, Johnson of 
Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Pennybacker, 
Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—%6. 

NAYS— Messrs. Archer, Cameron, Cilley, Thomas Clay- 
ton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Huntington, Mangum, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, 
Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, and Woodbridge—20. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, July 8, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

The SPEAKER announced the business first in 
order to be the execution of the following resolu 
tion, adopted immediately before the adjournment 
of the House last evening: 

Resolved, That all members now absent, except 
such as have been excused, be required, at the 
meeting of the House on to-morrow morning, or 
when they shall next attend, to give excuses for 
their absence at this time; and it shall be the duty 
of the Clerk to enter their names on the Journal for 
that purpose. 


Mr. TIBBATTS (after some conversation, in 
which Messrs. DROMGOOLE, TIBBATTS, I. 
E. HOLMES, and the SPEAKER, participated) 
moved to expunge from the Journal the whole 
proceedings in relation to the call of the House, so 
far as they related to the overruling the decision 
of the Speaker, and to the passage of the above 
resolution. 

These proceedings (Mr. T. said) were placed on 
the Journal by a vote of the minority of the House; 
and on an appeal from the decision of the Speaker, 
(declaring the resolution out of order,) by which 
that decision was reversed. In ruling that resolu- 
tion out of order, Mr. T. considered that the 
Speaker was correct, a majority of a minority of 
the House having undertaken to change one of its 


standing rules. ‘The Journal was a record of the 


proceedings of the House, not of errors. He there- 
fore considered that these proceedings had no right 
to a place on the Journal. 

The SPEAKER announced the question to be 
on the motion to expunge. 

Mr. STEPHENS opposed the motion, yielding 
the floor, for explanation, to Messrs. TIBBATTS, 
EWING, of Pennsylvania, and G. DAVIS. 

Mr. RATHBUN sustained the motion. 

After some conversation on the part of Messrs. 
TIBBATTS and G. DAVIS, 

Mr. TIBBATTS modified his motion, so as to 


_ make ‘* to leave out’’ this portion of the proceed- 


ings from the Journal. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair would put the 
motion as being to correct the Journal, &c. 

Mr. TIBBATTS then finally put his motion in 
this form: to correct the Journal so as to leave out 
that portion of the proceedings. 

Mr. HAMLIN sustained the motion, on the 
ground that such proceedings had no constitutional 
place on the Journal, and that justice required its 
adoption. 

M r. B. MARTIN demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

There was a second. 
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And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

A cood deal of conversation followed on points 
of order, in which Messrs. HENLEY, BURT, 
TIBBATTS, BROCKENBROUGH, DOUG- 
LASS, DROMGOOLE, PAYNE, and GEORGE 
S$. HOUSTON, participated; and an appeal taken 
from the decision of the Chair, overruling a point 
of order raised by Mr. BrockensprovuGn, was voted 
downt. 

Mr. DOUGLASS asked the yeas and nays on 
the main question; which were ordered. 

And the main question (i, e. on correcting the 
Journal, as moved by Mr. Tissatrs) was taken, 
with the following result: 

Y EAS Messrs. Abbott, Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, James 
Black, Brinkeorboff, Milton Brown, Clarke, Collin, Darragh, 
De Mott, Dunlap, Edsall, Elisworth, Erdman, Fries, Garvin, 
Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Harmanson, 
Hoge, Hough, Hungerford, Jenkins, Kennedy. Thomas B. 
King, La Sere, Maclay, MeClernand, McConnell, Me 
Gaughey, McHenry, Marsh, Moseley, Pillsbury, Ramsey, 
Rathbun, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Thomas 
Smith, Cateb B. Smith, St. John, James Thompson, Tib 
batts, Tilden, Wheaton, Williams, Wilmot, and Yost—55. 

NAYS—™M John Quincy Adams, Stephen Adams, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, 
Rrockenbrough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Buffington, 
turt, Joon H. Campbell, Catheart, John G, Chapman, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Cocke, Cranston, 
Cullom, Cunningham, Damiel, Garrett Davis, 
Dixon, Dobbin, Doekery, Douglass, Dromgoole, Jobn H. 
wing, Faran, Ficklin, Poster, Giddings, Graham, Grinnell, 
Hampton, Haralson, Harper, Henley, Elias B. Holmes, Hop 
kins, John W. Houston, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. 
Hubard, James B. Hunt, Charlies J. Ingersoll, James H. 
Jonson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Daniel P. King, Leake, Lewis, Long, Lumpkin, 
MeCielland, Joeeph J. McDowell, James McDowell, Mc 
Kay, Barkley Martui, Miller, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Norris, 
Owen, Parrish, Payne, Pendleton, Perry, Pollock, Reid, 
Julins Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Root, Sawver, Scammon, 
Sehenek, Seddon, Leonard H. Sims, Truman Smith, Robert 
Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, 
Sykes, Thibodeaux, Tredway, Trumbo, Vance, Yinton, 
Wick, Winthrop, Woodrutl, and Woudward—101. 

House decided that the Journal should 
not be corrects d. 

The SPEAKER thereupon announced that those 
members not present at the call of the House yes- 
terday, and not excused, would now, in execution 
of the resolution, be called upon for excuses. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the reading of the 
resolution; which was again read. 

Mr. D. said that to call up these gentlemen one 
by one would give much trouble, and would result 
in the loss of another day. The object of the call 
yesterday was to procure the attendance of a quo- 
rum. The House was now full. Should they 
lose another day’s business? 

In addition to this, there was some well-ground- 
ed doubt as to the regularity of the proceeding. 
The resolution adopted yesterday was in the nature 
i They were here 
to show cause why they were absent. To use a 

rong technical phrase, which he supposed to be 
as good as any that he could employ, he moved to 
** discharge the rule.’’ 

Mr. HOPKINS rose to what he supposed to be 
a privileged question. He was one of the number 
embraced in the resolution, and he asked leave now 
to make his excuse. 

(Cries: The list of absentees must be called in 
its order. 

The SPEAKER suegcested that the gentleman 
could not make his excuse until regularly called in 
order. 

A motion was here made, as suggested, (but by 
whom the reporter could not learn,) to reconsider 
the vote by which Mr, McKay’s resolution had 
been adopted. 

Mr. HOPKINS claimed the privilege of making 
his excuse. It was due to himself to do so. 

The SPEAKER said the motion to reconsider 
would be the first business in order, 

Mr. MILTON BROWN now rose, and moved 
a reconsideration of the vote by which the resolu- 
tion had been adopted 

\ brief conversation followed between Mr. G. 
DAVIS and the SPEAKER 

Mr. DELANO sent to the Clerk’s table the fol- 
lowing resolution; which he desired, when in order, 
to offer, which was read for information; 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted in_ this 
Hall yesterday by a number of members less than 
a quoruni, which resolution requires absentees to 
furnish excuses for such absence, was passed with- 
mat authority of law, and is null and void. 


sss 


(rover, 


So the 


of a rule in relation to absentees, 


Mr. FARAN demanded the previous queation; 
on which motion po quorum voted. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A call of the House was moved, (by whom the 
reporter could not learn.) 


Mr. DROMGOOLE raised the question of order, | 


that proceedings on one call were yet pending, and 
that calls could not thus be accumulated. 
The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 


And the question being taken, a call of the | 


House was refused. 


‘y ° * | 
rhe question then again recurred, and was ta- | 
ken, on the demand for the previous question, and, | 


by ayes 73, noes 49, there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 


Mr. GORDON asked to be excused from voting, | 


assigning as his reason that, at the time the reso- 
lution was adopted yesterday, there was neither a 
House nor a quorum to pass new rules, 

The House refused to excuse Mr. G. 

‘The question, ** Shall this vote be reconsidered ?”’ 
was taken, (after some further conversation, In 
which Messrs. ROO'T’, GARRETT DAVIS, and 
the SPEAKER took part,) and resulted as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Abbott, Stephen Adams, Arnold, Atkin- 
son, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, Jas. Black, 
James A. Black, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, Buffington, John H. Campbell, Reuben Chapman, 
Chipman, Cocke, Collamer, Collm, Darragh, Delano, De 
Mott, Dixon, Dobbin, Dunlap, Edsall, Erdman, John H. 
Ewing, Faran, Foot, Garvin, Goodyear, Grider, Hampton, 
Harmanson, Hough, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. 
liger-oll, Joukins, Joseph Johnson, G.W. Jones, Kaufman, 
Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Thomas B. King, 
Leake, Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Lumpkin, Maclay, McCler- 
nand, MeConnell, Joseph J. McDowell, McHenry, Marsh, 
Moscley,Owen, Parrish, Pendleton, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, 


Pollock, Ramsey, Ritter, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, John A. | 


Rockwell, Sawtelle, Schenck, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, 
James Thompson, Vance, White, Williams, Young, and 
Yost—kY. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Ashmun, Brock- 


enbrough, Wm. G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, John G. Chap- | 


man, Clarke, Cobb, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Cunning- 
ham, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dockery, Douglass, Dromgoole, 
Ficklin, Fries, Giddings, Giles, Gordon, Graham, Grover, 
Hamlin, Haralson, Harper, Henley, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, 


Hopkins, John W. Houston, George 8. Houston, James B. | 
Hunt, James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Long, McClel- | 


land, James McDowell, McGaughey, McKay, Barkley Mar- 
tin, Miller, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Payne, Rathbun, 
Reid, Relte, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Truinan Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Starkweather, Sykes, Thi- 
bedeaux, Tibbatts, Toomb:, Trumbo, Wheaton, Wick, Wil- 
mot, Winthrop, and Woodruff—69. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 


And the question accordingly recurred on the 


adoption of the resolution of Mr. McKay. 


Mr. ROBERTS moved a reconsideration of the | 


vote by which the House had yesterday reversed 


the decision of the Chair ruling the said resolution | 


to be out of order. 


Mr. G.S. HOUSTON raised the point of order, 


that the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Ros- 
ERTS | could not make the motion, because, as the 


record showed, the gentleman from Mississippi | 


was not present. 


The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, on | 


the ground that where there was no record vote 
taken, (as in this case,) members were presumed 
to be present. 

Some conversation followed. 

Mr. ASHMUN appealed from the decision, on 


the ground that the Journal would show that the 


member was not present. 


Mr. G.S. HOUSTON asked the yeas and nays | 


on the appeal. 


Mr. HOGE inquired if a motion to lay the whole | 


subject on the table would be in order. 
The SPEAKER said, not pending the appeal. 
Mr. McKAY said that, as the resolution was 


likely to give rise to great trouble, and would prob- | 
ably waste the whole day, he would inquire whether | 


it was competent for him to withdraw it. 


The SPEAKER said it was not, after the House 


had taken action an it. 
Mr. McKAY. It must be apparent 
Cries to order, 


Mr. TIBBATTS moved to lay the appeal of Mr. 


Asumvn on the table, but withdrew the motion to 
enable 
Mr. HAMLIN to cite a case in point; having 
done which, Mr. H., according to promise, re- 
newed the motion to lay the appeal on the table. 
Mr. G.S. HOUSTON asked the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 


Mr. McKAY inquired of the Chair whether he | 


could now modify his resolution. 


The SPEAKER said the gentleman could not | 
|, and resulted as follows: 


do so. 


Tispatts, and the vote stood—yeas 5] 


| demande 1e previous question. 
d nded the prev t 


July 8, 
After some conversation on a point of order b 
tween Mr. WINTHROP and the SPEAKER 
The question was taken on the motion of Me 
noes &§ 
So the appeal was not laid on the table. _— 
The question then recurred, ‘Shall the decis;, 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the Hous. :. 
And the vote being taken, stood—ayes 
ik. 

So the decision of the chair was reversed. 

And the motion of Mr. Roperrs was not ens, 
tained. 

The question then recurring on the ado; tion of 
the resolution of Mr. McKay, , 

Mr. G. W. JONES offered an amend: nt, and 
[This amend. 
ment was not read, and we have not a copy of it] 

Mr. GORDON (renewing the motion ‘of \, 
Rosperts) moved a reconsideration of the yote |. 
which the House had reversed the decision of 1), 
Speaker, ruling the resolution of Mr. McKay wa 
of order. , 

Some conversation followed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, bein 
taken, resulted as follows: : 


use?” 


47, noes 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Arnold, Atkinson, Bar 
ringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, James Black, Brinkerhoy 
Brodhead, Milton Brown, Reuben Chapman. Clarke. Cooke 


Collamer, Daniel, Dargan, Darragh, Garrett Davis, De Mor’ 
Dixon, Dunlap, Edsall, Erdman, John H. Ewing, Edwin 
Ewing, Foot, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordo; 
Graham, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harmanson’ 
Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hopkins, Hudson, Hungerford’ 
Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins. G w. 
Jones, Kaufinan, Kennedy, Danicl P. King, Preston Kino. 
Thomas Butler King, Leake, La Sere, Lewis, Lumpk,,, 
McConnell, Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, Yo. 
Gaughey, Marsh, Moseley, Owen, Parrish, Pendleton, pj 


bury, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe. Ritter. Roy 
erts, Julius Rockwell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Leonard H. Siyns 
Simpson, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Sith, 
Stanton, Thomasson, James Thompson, Tibbatts, Tjid . 
Tredway, Vance, Wheaton, Williains, Wilmot, Woodrutt. 
Woodward, Young, and Yost—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quiney Adams, Ashmun, Biggs 
James A. Black, Bowlin, Brockenbrough, Wm. G. Brown, 
Butlington, Burt, J. H. Campbell, Catheart, Join G. Cha»- 
man, Cobb, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Cunningham, Dob 
bin, Dromgoole, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Haralson, Harper, 
Henley, George 8. Houston, James B. Hunt, James H. Joly 
son, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Long, MeClelland, 
McHenry, McKay, Barkley Martin, Miller. Morris, Mouton, 
Niven, Norris, Payne, Perry, Phelps, Scammon, Seddon, 
Robert Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Strohm, Sykes 


Thibodeaux, Jacob Thompson, Trumbo, Vinton, White, 
Wick, and Winthrop—57. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Whereupon, the question recurred, ‘ Shall the 
decision of the Chair (ruling the said resolution out 
of order) stand as the judgment of the House?’ 

The SPEAKER said it was his impression that 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. MeKay] 
could now withdraw the resolution. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order, 
in which Messrs. TIBBATTS and ASHMUN 
participated, 

Mr. ASHMUN withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. McKAY asked leave to offer a resolution. 

Objections were mode. 

Mr. McKAY moved a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman withdraw 
his original resolution ? 

Mr. McKAY. I do withdraw it. ; 

The SPEKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina has withdrawn his resolution, and now 
moves a suspension of the rules, to enable him 
offer certain resolutions, which will be read for 1- 
formation, 

They were read as follows: 

Resolved, That whenever the House may be !" 
Committee of the Whole, or Committee of te 
Whole on the state of the Union, and it shall ap- 
pear on a division that there is not a quorum pres: 
ent, it shall be the duty of the Chairman to direct 
the Clerk to call the roll of members, and to report 
the names of absentees to the House, to be enteré d 
upon the Journal. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Clerk, 
at the close of the present and every subsequem 
session, to prepare a table showing how often the 
yeas and nays were taken, and the number of umes 
each member was absent, distinguishing as far 38 
it ean be done in tabular form the character of the 
question upon which the yeas and nays were taken, 
and cause the same to be published. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and (afters 
brief conversation between Mr. WINTHROP and 
the SPEAKER on a point of order) were take? 
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i ————————— 
yEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Arnola Ashmun, Ben- 


ough, William G. Brown, Cathcart, Reuben Chapman, 
endear “Cobb, Cocke, Coliamer, Collin, Cranston, Daniel, 
ake Erdman, John H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, 
Dov te iles. Graham, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, 
— Flias B. Holmes, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, James 
: Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, Andrew 
t nqson, George W. Jones, Long, Lumpkin, McClelland, 
wMeClernand, 


Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, McKay, | 


parkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Owen, Payne, Phelps, | 


ty, Relfe, Ritter, Root, Sawtelle, Seammon, L. H. Sims, 
econ, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Thomasson, James 
nneetell Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Tredway, Trumbo, 
1 Wick—71. 
NYS Mesers. Abbott, Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bar- 
oe . Bayly, Bedinger, Brinkerhoft, Brodhead, Milton 
wh, Buflington, Burt, John H. Campbell, John G. Chap- 
p », Chipman, Clarke, Crozier, Dargan, Garrett Davis, 
iviand, De Mott, Dillingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dun- 
», Bisall, Ellsworth, Edwin H. Ewing, Poot, Garvin, 
cuidings, Goodyear, Gordon, Grider, Hampton, Harman- 


@ 37s, 


con, Harper, Isaac E. Holmes, Hough, Edmund W. Hubard, | 


Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt; Jenkins, Joseph 
inunson, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Thomas 
putter King, Leake, Leib, Lewis, McConnell, James Me- 
owe !). McHenry, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Norris, Parrish, 
pondieton, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Roberts, Julius 


Qockwell, Schenck, Seddon, Albert Smith, Starkweather, | 


< John, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Tibbatts, Tilden, 
Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, 
Woodraff, Woodward, Young, and Yost—86. 


So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
tions were not received. 

ARMY LETTERS FREE OF POSTAGE. 
Mr. OWEN moved a suspension of the rules, 


for the purpose of enabling him to introduce a bill | 


“to provide for the passage, postage free, of letters 
«and from the army of occupation.” 

(This bill provides that ail letters to and from the 
my of occupation shall be free of postage, if 
written by, or addressed to, any officer, non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private; and for the 
ourpose of determining which are such army let- 
wrs, all letters written to a soldier shall have, added 
wy the name, the company and regiment of the 
erson to Whom addressed; and all letters written 
yasoldier shall be franked, officially, by an of- 
feer of the grade of a captain, or higher; and the 
names of all officers of the army, of the grade ofa 
captain or higher, shall be communicated by the 
secretary of War to the Post Office Department; 
the law to remain in force so long as the army re- 
mains on the right bank of the Rio Grande. ] 


The question on suspending the rules was put; 


but two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, it was 
ecided in the negative. 

Mr. HARALSON made an ineffectual motion 
ssuspend the rules, to enable him to report a bill 
from the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CALEB B. SMITH made an unsuccessful 
eflort to have the committees called for reports. 

Mr. HENLEY said a few words in explanation 
faremark made by him yesterday. 

THE GRADUATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
vate of the Union, (Mr. Fick, of Illinois, in the 
ciair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill to 
reduce and graduate the price of the public lands to 
actual settlers and cultivators. 

Mr. COLLAMER was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee during the hour. After 
oneily discussing the right of Congress to cede the 
public lands to the new States, he proceeded to the 
cuestion of graduation. He maintained that there 


‘ 


as no need of passing this bill to give homes to | 
poormen, because they could now get a farm for | 


‘ol. The United States never could calculate on 
“ng more than the minimum price: this was 
roved by all experience; and if the minimum was 


pulat 25 cents, that would be the price of new | 


uid, and squatters would wait till the land came 
“own to that before they entered their land. He 
cenied that land long in market would not sell at 
‘e present minimum price, and appealed to the 


‘sbles from the Land Office to prove it. The effect I! 


‘the new minimum would be to reduce the value 
{ all lanls now settled, and would prevent the 
ew States from paying their debts. 

_Mr. HENLEY then took the floor, but yielded 


‘OFA Moment to 


Mr. DARRAGH, who indicated the following 


amendment: 


0 


Beit en reled by 


of the Unite the Senate and House of Representatives 


fen ike States of America in Congress assmbled, That 
ad —_ after the first day of November, 1846, any citizen 
+». \iited States, and any female, the widow or daugh- 


Tof any citizey r » Unite > age 
eighteen yeu 1 of the United States, above the age of 


"8, Who may desire to make a settlement and | 
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I || habitation upon, and to cultivate public lands of the United 
Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, Brock- 


States, subject to entry for the term’ of ten years prior to 


| that date, and remaining unsold and not reserved from sale, 


or subject to preémption in favor of any other person, he 
or she may file his or her application in writing with the 
register of the land districtin which said lands shall lie, spe- 
citying the township, range, section, and sectional sub-di- 
vision of said lands ; and upon his or her adducing satisfiae- 
tory proof to the register aforesaid, and to the receiver of the 
same district, that no other person has settled upon said 
lands, which proof shall be filed with said register. then the 
said register and receiver shall issue to such applicant a 
certificate, reciting that upon the continued habitation and 
cultivation of said lands by said applicant, or should he or 
she have died, by his or her heirs, for the term of three years 
from and after the date of said certificate, and upon proof 
thereof being made within sixty days after the expiration of 
said term, to such register and receiver as aforesaid, such 
applicant, or ifhe or she shall have died, his or her heirs, 


| shall be entitled to said lands, and a patentshall issue there- 


for to said applicant, or his or her heirs, withoutany charge 
therefor: Provided, however, Thatin no case shall an appli 
cation be made, or certificate or patent be issued, in favor 
of the same person for more than a quarter of a section of 
said lands: .dnd provided, also, That if the right of said appli 
cant, or his or her heirs, to such lands, shall in any case be 
sold, assigned, or tansierred, before the said patent shall be 
issued, such sale shall be null and void; nor shall said right 
to said lands be subject to sale by or under any process at 
law, or in equity, prior to said patent being issued. 

And be it further enacted, That it shall be unlawful for 
any person, except the applicant aforesaid, or bis or her heirs, 
as aforesaid, to settle upon a quarter section of land, for 
which a certificate shall have issued as aforesaid, and such 
illegal settlement shall in no case give such person any right 
to such lands. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE intimated the following 


amendment: 


Strike out the following words, occurring in the 2Ist and 
2d lines of the first-aection, to wit: ** Ceded and forever 
absolutely vested in the States respectively in which they 
lie,’ and insert in lieu thereof the following, to wit: ** made 
subject to entry for the entire quantity, and not otherwise, 
by the States respectively, in which such lands lie, at the 
price of five cents per acre.”’ 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON indicated the following 
amendment: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That upon the condi- 
tions herein specified, there shall be granted to each head of 
a family one hundred and sixty acres of land. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person desir- 


| ing the benefit of this act, shall make, and file with the 


register of the proper land Office, a statement, under oath, 
that he or she is not the owner of any real estate, and that 
no one holds any real estate in trust for him or her, or for 
his or her use and benefit; which statement shall set forth 
the number of persons in the family, giving names and ages ; 
and shall describe the land selected, and that it is the inten- 
tion of the applicant, in good faith, to reside upon said land. 
The register shall file said statement, and make an entry 
thereof in a book provided for that purpose, and shall grant 
to the applicant a certificate, setting lorth the application, 
witiia description of the land; and that the applicant, at the 
expiration of three years from the date thereot, shall reeeive 
a patent for the land: Provided, in the mean time, the ap- 
plicant shali have become a resident thereon. 

Sec. 5. dnd be it further enacted, ‘That ou the expiration 
of three years from the date of the register’s certificate, the 
applicant, or his or her heirs, may apply for and obtain a 
patent for the land, provided satisfactory proof is made to 


the register that the applicant is residing on the laid for | 


which the patent is required. 
Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That all such selected 


| Jand shall be subject to sale, as at preset, at the expiration 


of one year after the date of the register’s certificate, if sat- 
istactory proot, by disinterested witnesses, is made to the 


| register that the applicant has done nothing to improve or 


take possession thereof. The register shall receive fifiy 


) cents upon the first application, and fifty cents upon appli- 
| eation for patent, for his services required herein. 


Sec. 7. wind be it further enucted, That no land shall be 
granted, under the provisions of the five last sections of this 
act, that has not been offered for sale at the last graduated 
price for two years, and remains unsold ; and all lands thus 
acquired shall be subject to taxation from the date of the 
register’s certificate, as other lands are within the respective 
States. 


Mr. VINTON gave notice of the following: 


Strike out all after the word “ that,” in the first section, 
and insert so as to read as follows: “That authority and 
permission be, and is hereby given, to any State of the Uni- 
ted States to institute a suit in the name and for the benefit 
of such State against the United States, by bill in equity, 
filed in the Supreme Court of the United States, whieh bill 
shall set forth and state fully and specifically the right, title, or 
claim which such State has, or claims to have, in law or 
equity, to the lands, or proeeeds thereof, or to any part or 
proportion of such lands, or the proceeds thereof, as still 
remain unsold or otherwise, and not disposed of by the Uni- 
ted States, aud which were ceded and conveyed to the Uni- 
ted States by deed of cession of the State of Virginia of the 
first of March, 1784, by likedeed of the State of South Caro- 
lina of the 9th of August, 1787, and by the articles of agree- 
mentand cession entered into between the United States 
and the State of Georgia on the 24th of April, 1502; and it 
shall be the duty of the said Supreme Court fally to hear 
and determine said suit between the parties aforesaid, ac- 


| cording to the rules and principles of equity, and specially 


to decide and determine by its decree what claim, right, or 


| title said State hath, ifany, to the said lands, or the proceeds 


thereof, or to apy part of the same; by what tenure and for 
what use the United States holds said lands; whether as the 
absolute property of the United States or in trust for the sev- 
eral States composing the Union; and if in trust for the 
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use or benefit belonging to each, or the rule by which the 
same is to be determined; and further to decree and declare 
whether said United States is bound in equity to distribute 
among and pay over to said several States the proceeds of 
said lands in the proportions so as aforesaid to be declared 
by said court; and if the said court shall find and decree 
that the said lands are held in trust for said States by the 
United States, and that the said United States are bound to 
pay over the proceeds of said lands toand among said States, 
then and in that case it is hereby made the duty of the See- 
retary of the Treasury of the United States to pay over, on 
dune requisition made, to and among the said several States 
that now are, or hereatter may be, members of the Federal 
Union, the proceeds of said lands as the same shall, from 
time to time, acerue and come into the treasury of the Uni- 
ted States, according to the respective proportions of each 
State, as settled and declared by the principles of said de- 
cree.”? 


Mr. WHITE heretofore gave notice of the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


In line 9, after the word “ unsold,” insert the following : 
“and having been in market and offered for sale for the 
period of five years, atone dollar per acre, shall,’ &e. 

In line 13, after the word “ unsold,”? insert “and having 
been in market and offered for sale for the period of five 
years, at seventy-five cents per acre.’ 

In line 16, after the word “ unsold,’ insert, “and having 
been in market and offered for sale for the period of five 
years, at fifty cents per acre.” 


Mr. HENLEY, after some few hurorous re- 
marks in reference to the absence of gentlemen at 
this time from the Hall—many of his own friends— 


} and some other preliminary remarks, proceeded 


to say that it was necessary to be determined, in 
deciding upon the propriety of this bill, whether 
the price of these lands ought to be reduced; 
whether they were too high at a dollar and a quar- 
ter, the minimum price, per acre; if so, reason 
and justice would require every man to go for this 
reduction. In searching for proof of this faet, if 
he went to western gentlemen it might be said that 
they were interested witnesses; although he had 
no doubt they would tell that which Was strictly 
true. He would therefore endeavor to prove it by 
analogy—by asking gentlemen from other sections 
as to the value of land in their States respectively. 
He would ask the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Asumun] if there were not lands in his State 
not worth a dollar and a quarter an acre? 

Mr. ASHMUN replied, some few; no large 
tracts. 

To similar questions from Mr. HENLEY di- 
rected to them respectively, 

Mr. HAMLIN replied there were such lands in 
his State in considerable quantities. 

Mr. GROVER knew of none in-his State. 

Mr. GORDON, differing with his colleague, 
said there were large tracts in New York not worth 
ten cents an acre; but at the same time he would 


| state that some of the finest lands in the State were 


not cultivated until one hundred years after they 
were first offered for sale, 

Mr, DROMGOOLE said a large part of Virgi- 
nia was * inhabited”’ (as the saying was) ‘ by the 
mountains,’’ and not worth paying the tax for— 
not worth anything, 

Mr, SCHENCK thought all the lands in his 
State would bring a dollar and a quarter, if they 
were kept in market sufficiently long, ; 

Mr. HENLEY, resuming, in reply to Mr. 
Scuenck, said, in his opinion there were many 
lands in Ohio that never would bring it—that 
never would be worth it, So his opinion stood 
against the gentleman’s opinion. 

But from the testimony of all these other gentle- 
men, it plainly appeared that there were lands in 
each of their States not worth a dollar and a quar- 
ter an acre; and it was fairly inferible from an- 
alogy, and it was absolutely true, that there were 
thousands and millions of lands in the western 


| country not worth a dollar and a quarter per acre, 


_and which would never bring it. 


' He asked gen- 
tlemen, then, if they would persist in holding them 
at that price, and thus prevent the pcor man, un- 


| able to pay it, from obtaining a freehold and a 


homestead? Would gentlemen go before their 


| constituents on that ground? They could not jus- 
| tify it to them. 


This land question was a great question. 


He 


| was sorry to see it made a political question—to 


said several States, to declare the uses and proportions of '' 


see the Whig party rallying with a portion of the 
Democratic party of the North, to prevent the poor 
man from getting a home upon land whichis not 


| worth a dollar and a quarter an acre. 


Mr. GORDON. 
party question ? 
Mr. HENLEY. Iam; for it is made se by the 


Whigs, who are uniting in opposition to it, as the 
votes will show. 


Are you recognising it as a 
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Mr. ASHMUN 


yas understood to inquire if it 


tive? 

. Mr. HENLEY. The Democratic Executive 
recommended it. The Executive recommended it 
as a great measure of public policey—not as a party 
measure, but for the good of the country. If sus- 
tained by the Democratic party, and opposed by 
the Whigs, it becomes a party measure—a Demo- 
cratic measure to sell the Jands for what they are 
worth, and a Whig measure to sell them for more 
than they are worth. And what will be the effect 
of it?) With all our hard fighting in the West, we 
saved the State of Indiana from Mr. Clay because 
of his hostility to the preémption system. That 
had now gone by, and this reduction and gradua- 
tion of the pre es of the lands would take the place 
of it; and on that issue, if carried into the contest, 
they would certainly defeat the Whigs there again 
in 1848. He gave them notice of it, for he did not 
want to make this a party question; and he called 
upon them to come up and agree to its settlement 
on a fair and reasonable basis. There were some 
twenty or thirty millions of acres not worth, and 
that never would be worth, $1 25 an acre; and if 
you insist that they shall be sold at that price, your 
constituents and the couutry will hold you respon- 
nible for it 

Mr. H. proceeded to refer to the fact that this 
reduction of the lands, which were now too high, 
was notto be made for the wealthy, but for the 
sake of furnishing the poor man with a home—-the 
right of freehold—a little of the eminent domain to 
live upon; and there was nothing in the world (he 
said) which lies nearer the heart of our people—of 
our western pioneers, the hardy sons of the West 

-than to get a little spot of land to live on. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts, and other gentle- 
men around him who acknowledged it was not 
worth it, still insisted that for this homestead he 
should pay one dollar and a quarter per acre, or 
he excluded from it, and the land be left without 
cultivation. 

It was no disparagement (Mr. H. contended) to 
sav that there were many of the settlers of the 
West who were not able to purchase forty acres at 
one dollar and a quarter an acre. He described 
the hardy toil, the persevering industry, and un- 
ceasing labors and hardships they are compelled to 
go through to earn even one hundred Lae a 
year; and from this was In many cases to be de- 
ducted the expenses of large families. ‘The worthy 
pioneer thus situated could not pay out of his 
year’s earnings fifty dollars for his land; and Mr. 
H. warmly deprecated the injustice and oppression 
of the Government insisting upon it when the land 
wns actually not worth it. 

He noticed the objection to reducing the price of 
these refuse lands on account of the effect it was 
allezed would result in reducing the price of other 
sood lands. He denied that this would be the 
effect of it; and even granting it should, the 
man who would refuse to give the poor mana 
little homestead on that ground would take a five- 
cent piece between his fingers and squeeze it out, 
and pass it for ten cents. No honorable man 
uu ould show so niggardly and envious a disposi- 
tion. It was a principle monstrous in all its appli- 
eations, and utterly absurd and unworthy for this 
country—a more natural product of the soil of 
despotism 

Alluding to other objections that had been raised 
to the bill, Mr. H. called upon gentlemen to mature 
a bill that would suit them. Let a committee of 
Whies, even, with the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vinton,] and from Vermont, |Mr. CoLiamer,] 
upon it, take the subject into consideration, and, 
throwing away former prejudices and commit- 
ments, exercise their own good sense upon it, and 
they must report that the prices should be reduced. 
He was willing to unite upon any reasonable 
measure; and he called upon gentlemen now to 
settle the question, and not throw it over to enter 
the issues of another presidential contest. He 
warned them it was useless to resist it; for right 
and justice required, and the course of events 
would soon bring about, a reduction of the prices 
of these lands. 

Mr. HAMLIN having taken the vacant seat of 
Mr. Cops, playfully remarked that, by the absence 
of his friend from Georgia, he was permitted to 
occupy his seat on this occasion; and he had no 
doubt that were he present it would afford the gen- 
tleman pleasure, as it would him (Mr. 1.) gratifi- 
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|| cation, to do the same thing. He was absent, no 
had not been made a party question by the Exec- | 


doubt, for a very good cause. I notice, by the 
hand of the clock, it is not quite three, and not 
quite the period which will require me to depart— 


probably for the same good reason which has || 


already called my friend from Georgia away. I 
learn, in other words, that he dines at the hour of 
two. The gentleman says he has gone to the Post 
Office Department on business for his constituents. 
No doubt he has a good reason for being absent. 
I was absent for a good reason yesterday. 

Mr. H. proceeded to give the reasons which 
would influence him to vote for this bill to grad- 
uate the price of the public lands. He had a con- 
stituency, made up of inhabitants of a border coun- 
try, pioneers of a frontier settlement: he had 
mingled with them some, and taken occasion to 
examine their position, and he had some know- 
ledge of what he believed to be the right policy in 
relation to the sales of the public lands. He was 
a party man, but he needed not the tocsin of party, 
nor did this House need it, to call them to the sup- 
port of this bill. He would raise it over, above, 
and beyond all party considerations, and would 
place it on the principles of justice, of eternal 
equity, and of widespread and lasting benefit to 
the whole country. 

He should vote first for the amendment now 
pending. He should vote against an unqualified 
cession of these jands at any period to the States 
in which they are located. ‘The gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. DromGoo.e] proposes that at a cer- 
tain period in future we shall grant them to the 
States for a nominal consideration. Mr. H. thought 
it would be better to leave this question to be de- 
cided by Congresses that should come after them. 

He assumed, first, that our public lands had 


about paid for themselves; that the receipts from | 
them were about equal to the expenses in extin- | 


guishment of Indian titles, surveys, &c. He knew 
that the gentleman from Illinois would probably 
tell him that they had yielded already a net revenue 
of several millions, and that other gentlemen might 
say they had not quite paid for themselves. But it 
was nearly enough the fact to assume that the re- 
ceipts and expenditures connected with them were 
equally balanced. 

The General Government, then, is presented in 
the character of a great landholder. He agreed 


with the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. een) | 


that they were held in trust for the benefit of al 


the States, and all the people of the States—to be || 
disposed of so as should best comport with the || 


good of the whole nation together. The gentle- 
man, if he understood him aright, was for distribu- 
tion of their proceeds as the mode of administering 
them. To this Mr. H. was vitally opposed, and 
ever should be. He adverted to its tendency of 
centralization and consolidation, and expressed 


the hope that the day would be far distant when || 
the States, broken down and degraded in the dust, || 


should be seen coming up to the general treasury, 
and humbly asking for their distributive share of 
the proceeds of the lands—forgetful that for every 


dollar thus received they must be assessed two dol- | 


lars; thus involving a loss by the expenses of col- 


lection, &c., equal to the amount received back by || 


them. He never would vote for it; it was one of 
the worst systems of legislation which could be 


adopted. Its effects were not only thus deleterious | 


in the extreme, but it was a system in direct viola- 
tion of the Constitution. 
In reply to an inquiry of Mr. Strrpnens—if he 


would give the lands to the States—Mr. H. said he | 


had objections equally well founded, equally strong, 


to this; he could see no distinction between dis- || 


tributing the lands among the several States, and 
the proceeds of those lands. 


In reply to a further inquiry by Mr. S.—if the || 


old States should not be equal recipients with the 


new States of the benefits of those lands—he said: | 
If there was a class of our citizens for whom our | 
legislation might properly, constitutionally, and 


necessarily discriminate, it was for those who go 
into our frontier settlements, who subdue and re- 


claim our forests, and cause them ** to bud and blos- | 
He would grant all proper | 


som as the rose.” 
legislative aid to them within the power of the 
Government. 

He adverted incidentally to the tariff discussion 
—especially to the course of remark with reference 
to the prices of labor, of produce in this country, 
and the bearing of that system on a variety of our 
industrial interests. There was one view of this 
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| subject connected intimately with the bill under 
| consideration. Far distant was the day, years 
_and centuries would roll by, before, by any possi. 
|| bility of events, the labor of this country woy\, 
|| be measured by the standard of labor in foveion 
_ countries; and one great leading reason for it wae 
that we have so ample territory on which our ea. 
_ zens may live, and from which they may dray 
| subsistence. By force of our legislation, they were 
drawn int6 no peculiar department of indysi-, 
| With the view of bearing upon and promot 
this great end, he would go for a graduation of 
our public lands according to their fair yalye ' 
afford the men in our crowded cities the abies. 
tunity to go out into pat 99-9: domain, and, for, 
small sum—such as could be procured by any in. 
dustrious citizen of our country—procure hirnse|; 
a home. we 
In seve ge A applying his doctrines, then, ). 
considered it necessary—first, that, by legislation 
there should bea raion of the quantity of pyb. 
lic lands which should annually be sold.” Geile. 
men seemed to talk as if the whole western wilder. 
| ness would ere this have been converted into smiling 
homesteads and cultivated fields if the price of the 
lands had been properly reduced. This was yo, 
the case. There was a certain fair and natural de. 
mand for them; this should be ascertained, and the 
quantities of lands put into market, from time 
time, should be regulated and prices graduaied 
accordingly. Mr. H. referred to the land system 
of Maine, where they had substantially graduated 
the prices of their lands, as had been done, he yen. 
tured to say, in nearly every State in the Union, by 
_ offering for sale different tracts at different prices, 
| according to their value—and all of them frequently 
| thrown into market at the same time. This grad. 
uation should be according to their fair value—to 
be ascertained by surveyors, or in whatever other 
_mode might be found preferable. 
Mr. H. dwelt upon the great reasons of public 
policy which called for a liberal system, which 
| should hold out inducements to the settler to pro 
/mote his own happiness and prosperity, and to 
| develop the resources and advance the greatness 
_and power of this Confederacy, by locating upon 
our wild lands, and transforming them into culti- 
vated fields and happy homesteads; and he vindi- 
_cated the power of the Government to do this by 


ing 


| furnishing the land to actual settlers on reasonable 
| and liberal terms. 

In conclusion, he expressed the hope that the bill 
would be well guarded, so that its benefits should 
accrue to actual settlers only, and not be clutched by 
the speculators of the country. 
|| Mr. GORDON obtained the floor, and yielded 
|| to a motion to rise; which being agreed to, 
| The committee rose and reported, 
|| And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, July 9, 1846. 


| Mr. J. M. CLAYTON presented the memorial 
of A. B. Durand and others, artists, of the city ot 

| New York, praying the purchase, by the Govern- 
ment, of the collection of paintings, costumes, ant 
|| curiosities, illustrative of the history of the Indian 
tribes of North America, made by George Catlin. 
Mr. C., in presenting this memorial, remarked 
that the possession of this valuable collection wes 
a matter of high national importance. It com- 
posed the only aceurate portraiture extant of the 
| manners and customs of the aborigines 0! the 
country. Other nations had manifested a Jaudable 


anxiety to preserve such memorials of their ado- 
_rigines. Great Britain had carefully preserved 1. 
the Tower of London a collection illustrative 0! 
her Saxon ancestry. France had in the Louvre 
| similar memorials of the ancient Gauls. He had 
been informed, and believed, that the information 
was correct, that offers for the purchase of this col- 
lection had been made by a foreign government 
It would be discreditable to Congress to allow it 
to be thus purchased. The intrinsic value - 
importance of the collection itself, and the charac- 
ter of the respectable artist, rendered it eminent) 
proper that the purchase should be made by Co? 
| gress, and he hoped that the prayer of the memo 
| rialists would be granted. 

| ‘The memorial was then referred to the Commit 
| tee on the Library, and ordered to be printed. 
| 

i 


| Mr. CASS presented a document in relation to 
certain private land claims at the Sault St. Marie, 





in 
itt 
e 


ti 
be 


ol 


ba 
or 


pa 
ri¢ 
of 


th 


re 
of 
£0 


i 
mi 
ge 
an 
ter 
di: 
Cl 


Jo 
tin 


ment 
low i 


jara 
nenuy 
r Col 


nemo 


mmit- 


d. 
tion t 


Marie: 


n the St 


the Com 


f 


f 


dto be I 
Mr. Ag 


Mr. V 
ed back 
the Terri 
banking 
ommendi 


Clams, ? 


John De 





